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Crochet Reindeer Christmas Tree – 
Complete Step-by-Step Tutorial (US 
Crochet Terms) 🎄🦌 
The Crochet Reindeer Christmas Tree is an adorable 
handmade Christmas decoration that combines a sweet 
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amigurumi reindeer with a colorful, layered crochet Christmas 
tree. Featuring a round brown reindeer head, cream-colored 
muzzle, soft antlers, festive green and red ruffles, and beautiful 
Christmas ribbons, this project creates a charming holiday 
centerpiece. 

This detailed crochet Christmas tree pattern follows the 
supplied tutorial graphic, using American crochet terminology 
and clear instructions for each component. You will learn how 
to crochet the reindeer's head, muzzle, ears, and antlers, make 
the miniature Christmas tree, create the decorative skirt layers, 
and assemble everything into one festive decoration. 

The finished project measures approximately 24 cm (9.4 
inches) tall and 18 cm (7.1 inches) wide at the base. It is best 
suited to crocheters who know basic stitches, but patient 
beginners can complete it by working carefully through each 
round. The instructions below also clarify a few abbreviated or 
inconsistent sections of the graphic to make the construction 
easier to follow. 

Step 1: Gather Your Materials and Crochet Supplies 🧶 

Before beginning your Crochet Reindeer Christmas Tree, 
prepare your yarn, crochet hook, stuffing, and decorative 
accessories. 

Materials 

●​ Worsted weight yarn (medium #4) in brown, cream, dark 
green, red, and beige. 

●​ 3.5 mm (E/4) crochet hook. 
●​ Polyester fiberfill stuffing. 
●​ 10 mm safety eyes (2 pieces). 
●​ Tapestry needle. 
●​ Stitch markers. 
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●​ Sharp scissors. 
●​ Christmas ribbon in red and green plaid. 
●​ Small decorative pearl beads. 
●​ Small gold-colored bell. 
●​ Small Christmas star ornament. 
●​ Optional embroidery thread for the nose, mouth, and 

decorative details. 

Color guide: 

Color Used for 

Brown Reindeer head and ear edging 

Cream Muzzle, antlers, and decorative 
borders 

Beige Inner ears 

Dark 
green 

Mini Christmas tree, skirt, and 
collar 

Red Alternating skirt layers and 
ribbon decorations 

Crochet Stitch Abbreviations (US Terms) 

Abbrevia
tion 

Meaning 
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ch Chain 

sl st Slip stitch 

sc Single crochet 

hdc Half double crochet 

dc Double crochet 

inc Increase: 2 sc in the same 
stitch 

dec Decrease: sc2tog 

st / sts Stitch / stitches 

MR Magic ring 

FO Fasten off 

BLO Back loop only 

FLO Front loop only 
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( ) × n Repeat the instructions in 
parentheses n times 

Understanding the Basic Stitches 

Chain (ch): Make a slip knot, yarn over, and pull the yarn 
through the loop on your hook. 

Slip stitch (sl st): Insert your hook into the indicated stitch, 
yarn over, and pull through both the stitch and the loop on 
your hook. 

Single crochet (sc): Insert the hook into a stitch, yarn over, and 
pull up a loop. Yarn over again and pull through both loops. 

Half double crochet (hdc): Yarn over, insert the hook into the 
stitch, yarn over, and pull up a loop. Yarn over and pull through 
all three loops. 

Double crochet (dc): Yarn over, insert the hook into the stitch, 
yarn over, and pull up a loop. Yarn over and pull through two 
loops, then yarn over and pull through the remaining two 
loops. 

Increase (inc): Work two single crochet stitches into the same 
stitch. 

Decrease (dec): Insert the hook into the front loop of each of 
the next two stitches, yarn over, and pull through both front 
loops. Yarn over and pull through the remaining two loops. 

Important: The head is crocheted in continuous spiral rounds 
unless otherwise indicated. Use a stitch marker to identify the 
first stitch of each round. 

Step 2: Crochet the Reindeer Head 🦌 
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The reindeer's head is the main amigurumi component of this 
Christmas decoration. 

Use brown worsted weight yarn and your 3.5 mm crochet 
hook. 

Head Pattern 

Round 1: Make a magic ring and work 6 sc into the ring. (6 sts) 

Round 2: Work 2 sc into each stitch around. (12 sts) 

Round 3: (1 sc, inc) × 6. (18 sts) 

Round 4: (2 sc, inc) × 6. (24 sts) 

Round 5: (3 sc, inc) × 6. (30 sts) 

Rounds 6–10: Work 1 sc into each stitch around. (30 sts per 
round) 

Round 11: (3 sc, dec) × 6. (24 sts) 

Round 12: (2 sc, dec) × 6. (18 sts) 

Round 13: (1 sc, dec) × 6. (12 sts) 

The graphic gives this 13-round construction for the head, 
which is intended to measure approximately 8 cm (3.1 inches) 
across. Actual size depends on yarn, hook, and tension. 

Stuffing and Shaping the Head 

Before closing the head completely, fill it with polyester 
fiberfill. 

Add small amounts of stuffing gradually and distribute the 
filling evenly. The goal is to create a firm, rounded shape 
without stretching the crochet stitches. 
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If using safety eyes, install them before the opening becomes 
too small. Position the eyes symmetrically on the front of the 
head, leaving enough room for the muzzle below them. 

For a softer, more child-friendly decoration, embroider the 
eyes instead of using plastic safety eyes. 

After stuffing, close the remaining opening by threading the 
yarn tail through the front loops of the final 12 stitches and 
pulling gently. Secure the yarn and weave in the end. 

Set the completed head aside. 

Step 3: Crochet the Cream-Colored Muzzle 

The muzzle creates the reindeer's sweet facial expression. 

Use cream-colored yarn. 

Muzzle Pattern 

Round 1: Make a magic ring with 6 sc. (6 sts) 

Round 2: Work 2 sc into every stitch. (12 sts) 

Round 3: (1 sc, inc) × 6. (18 sts) 

Round 4: Work 1 sc in each stitch around. (18 sts) 

Fasten off, leaving a long tail for sewing. 

The muzzle should form a small, rounded piece measuring 
approximately 4 cm (1.6 inches), depending on tension. 

Embroider the Nose and Mouth 

Thread a tapestry needle with brown yarn or embroidery floss. 

First, embroider a small triangular nose near the upper center 
of the muzzle. 
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Then create a short vertical line extending downward from the 
nose. 

Add two curved stitches extending outward to form a smiling 
mouth. 

Keep the embroidery centered and symmetrical. 

Attach the Muzzle 

Position the muzzle on the lower front portion of the head, 
underneath the safety eyes. 

Use the long yarn tail to sew the muzzle securely around its 
edge. 

If you want a slightly raised muzzle, add a tiny amount of 
polyester stuffing before closing the final stitches. 

Secure the yarn on the back of the head. 

Step 4: Crochet the Reindeer Ears (Make 2) 

The reindeer's ears are small oval shapes with beige centers 
and brown outer edges. 

Inner Ear 

Using beige yarn: 

Foundation: Ch 6. 

Round 1: Starting in the second chain from the hook, work 4 sc 
along the chain. Work 3 sc into the last chain. Continue along 
the opposite side of the foundation chain with 4 sc, then work 
1 sc into the starting end. (12 sts) 

Round 2: Work 1 sc in each stitch around. (12 sts) 

Fasten off. 
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The original graphic summarizes the ear construction with a 
shorter five-stitch oval; the expanded instructions above 
provide a complete oval with a consistent stitch count. 

Brown Outer Edge 

Join brown yarn at any stitch around the ear. 

Round 3: Work 1 sc in each stitch around. (12 sts) 

Fasten off, leaving a long tail for assembly. 

Repeat to create a second ear. 

Shape the Ears 

Flatten each ear slightly between your fingers. 

You can pinch the bottom of each ear and secure it with a few 
stitches to create a more realistic reindeer-ear shape. 

Position one ear on each side of the head, slightly below the 
antlers. 

Sew them securely, keeping both ears at the same height. 

Step 5: Crochet the Reindeer Antlers (Make 2) 

The cream-colored antlers give the reindeer its recognizable 
Christmas appearance. 

Each antler consists of a narrow main stem and two smaller 
branches. 

Main Antler Stem 

Using cream yarn: 

Foundation: Ch 6 and join with a sl st to form a small ring, 
making sure the chain is not twisted. 
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Rounds 1–4: Work 6 sc around in a continuous spiral. (6 sts 
per round) 

Fasten off, leaving a long tail. 

This creates a short tubular stem. 

First Antler Branch 

Attach cream yarn near the upper portion of the main stem. 

Ch 5. 

Starting in the second chain from the hook, work 1 sc in each 
of the next 3 chains. 

Sl st into the main stem to secure the branch. 

Fasten off. 

Second Antler Branch 

Attach cream yarn on the opposite side of the stem. 

Ch 5. 

Starting in the second chain from the hook, work 1 sc in each 
of the next 3 chains. 

Sl st into the main stem. 

Fasten off and weave in the loose ends. 

The graphic uses short chain branches to represent the antler 
tips. For fuller-looking antlers, you may work an additional 
short branch or add a second row of sc to the existing 
branches. 

Shape and Attach the Antlers 

Make two identical antlers. 
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Flatten or lightly stuff the main stems as needed. 

Position the antlers near the top of the reindeer's head, one on 
each side. 

Sew them firmly in place. 

Ensure that both antlers point upward and that their branches 
face outward. 

Step 6: Crochet the Mini Christmas Tree 🎄 

The miniature green Christmas tree sits above the reindeer's 
head and supports the decorative star. 

Use dark green yarn. 

Mini Christmas Tree Pattern 

Round 1: Make a magic ring with 4 sc. (4 sts) 

Round 2: Work 2 sc in each stitch. (8 sts) 

Round 3: (1 sc, inc) × 4. (12 sts) 

Round 4: Work 1 sc in each stitch around. (12 sts) 

Fasten off. 

These are the four rounds shown in the graphic. They create a 
small cone-like piece when shaped, although the final height 
may be shorter than the illustrated tree. 

Optional Height Adjustment 

To create a taller tree closer to the finished example, continue: 

Round 5: (2 sc, inc) × 4. (16 sts) 

Rounds 6–7: Work 1 sc in each stitch around. (16 sts) 
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Round 8: (3 sc, inc) × 4. (20 sts) 

Rounds 9–10: Work 1 sc in each stitch around. (20 sts) 

Fasten off and leave a long tail. 

Stuff the tree lightly to maintain its cone shape. 

Attach a small gold Christmas star at the top using thread or a 
secure stitch. 

Set the mini tree aside until the final assembly. 

Step 7: Crochet the Three Christmas Skirt Layers 

The layered crochet skirt forms the main Christmas tree body 
underneath the reindeer's head. 

The graphic uses three decorative circular layers in alternating 
colors: 

●​ Layer 1: Dark green. 
●​ Layer 2: Red. 
●​ Layer 3: Dark green. 

Each layer has a cream-colored scalloped border. 

Layer 1: Green Crochet Skirt 

Using dark green yarn: 

Round 1: Make a magic ring and work 12 sc into it. (12 sts) 

Round 2: Work 2 dc into each stitch around. (24 sts) 

Round 3: (1 dc, 2 dc in the next stitch) × 12. (36 sts) 

Round 4: (2 dc, 2 dc in the next stitch) × 12. (48 sts) 

Fasten off. 
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The resulting piece should form a circular shape with a gently 
ruffled outer edge. 

Layer 2: Red Crochet Skirt 

Change to red yarn. 

Repeat Rounds 1–4 of Layer 1. 

Fasten off. 

For a more pronounced layered Christmas tree silhouette, 
work one additional round of dc around the outer edge if 
needed. 

Layer 3: Green Crochet Skirt 

Using dark green yarn again, repeat the same construction. 

Fasten off. 

The three circles will be stacked with the green layer at the 
bottom, the red layer in the middle, and the final green layer at 
the top. 

Create the Cream Scalloped Edging 

Using cream-colored yarn, join at the outer edge of the first 
skirt layer. 

Edging Round: Repeat (1 sc, ch 1, 1 sc) in each stitch around. 

Join with a sl st and fasten off. 

Repeat the same edging on the other two skirt layers. 

This edging creates a soft, decorative border. 

For a more wavy appearance, work (1 sc, ch 2, 1 sc) in selected 
stitches around the edge, spacing them evenly. 
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Tips for Creating Beautiful Ruffles 

Keep your stitches consistent and avoid pulling the yarn too 
tightly. 

The layers should spread outward rather than curl inward. 

If the fabric becomes too stiff, try loosening your tension 
slightly. 

If the ruffles are too flat, adding more stitches along the outer 
edge can help create a fuller shape. 

The goal is to produce three festive layers that resemble the 
branches of a Christmas tree. 

Step 8: Crochet the Decorative Green Collar 

The collar sits between the reindeer head and the layered 
Christmas tree skirt. 

It creates a beautiful transition between the two sections. 

Use dark green yarn. 

Collar Pattern 

Round 1: Ch 26 and join with a sl st to form a ring, without 
twisting. (26 ch) 

Round 2: Work 26 hdc around. (26 sts) 

Round 3: Repeat (1 hdc, ch 1) around. (26 hdc and 26 ch-1 
spaces) 

Change to cream yarn. 

Round 4: Work 1 sc into each stitch and each chain-1 space 
around for a neat cream border. 
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Fasten off and weave in the ends. 

Shape the Collar 

Gently spread the collar outward to create a small ruffled 
shape. 

The cream border should remain visible along the lower edge. 

If the collar is too small for the head, adjust the initial chain 
count before proceeding. 

Place the finished collar aside. 

Step 9: Assemble the Layered Christmas Tree Skirt 

Now that the individual skirt layers are complete, assemble 
them into the Christmas tree body. 

Arrange the Layers 

Place the first green layer on your work surface. 

Position the red layer above it, making sure the green edging 
remains visible. 

Place the final green layer on top. 

The graphic shows the layers arranged in this order: 

Bottom: Green skirt. 

Middle: Red skirt. 

Top: Green skirt. 

Align the centers carefully. 

Sew the Layers Together 

Thread your tapestry needle with matching green yarn. 
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Insert the needle through the center of all three layers. 

Sew them together with several secure stitches. 

Avoid sewing through the outer ruffles because they should 
remain loose and decorative. 

Create the Three-Dimensional Tree Shape 

The illustrated finished piece has a cone-shaped body rather 
than three completely flat circles. 

To achieve this effect, gently gather the center of each skirt 
layer and arrange the ruffles at different heights. 

You can also create a small stuffed cone or cylindrical 
yarn-covered support underneath the skirt layers to help 
maintain the shape. 

This internal support is an optional construction aid, not a 
separate component specified in the original chart. 

Attach the Collar 

Position the green-and-cream collar on top of the skirt 
assembly. 

Center it carefully. 

Sew the collar to the upper portion of the tree body. 

The collar should extend outward slightly, creating a 
decorative platform for the reindeer head. 

Step 10: Make the Christmas Bow and Decorative 
Details 🎀 

The decorative ribbon, bell, pearls, and star give the project its 
festive personality. 
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Create the Main Christmas Bow 

Cut a length of red satin ribbon and a slightly narrower length 
of red-and-green plaid ribbon. 

Form a double bow by folding the ribbons into loops. 

Layer the plaid ribbon over the red ribbon. 

Secure the center with thread. 

Add a decorative pearl bead to the middle. 

Trim the ribbon tails diagonally for a clean finish. 

Create the Collar Bow 

Make a smaller matching bow. 

Position it directly below the reindeer's head, in front of the 
green collar. 

Sew or securely attach the bow. 

Attach the Bell 

Place a small gold-colored bell directly beneath the collar bow. 

Use strong thread to secure it. 

Make sure the bell hangs freely without pulling the collar out of 
shape. 

Decorate the Skirt Layers 

Sew small pearl beads around the skirt layers. 

Space them evenly to resemble Christmas ornaments. 

You can alternate the pearls between the red and green layers 
for a balanced appearance. 
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Avoid overcrowding the skirt because the decorative scalloped 
edging should remain visible. 

Prepare the Star 

Choose a small gold-colored star. 

Attach it to the top of the miniature crochet Christmas tree. 

Make sure it is centered and securely fastened. 

For decorations intended to be handled by children, 
embroidered embellishments are safer than detachable beads, 
bells, or plastic pieces. 

Step 11: Complete the Final Assembly 

This is the most exciting part of the Crochet Reindeer 
Christmas Tree tutorial, when all the handmade components 
come together. 

Attach the Muzzle and Facial Details 

If you have not already attached the muzzle, position it on the 
front of the head. 

Sew it securely. 

Check that the nose, mouth, and eyes are centered. 

Attach the Ears 

Position one ear on each side of the head. 

Use brown yarn to sew them firmly in place. 

Angle the ears slightly outward to create a friendly expression. 

Attach the Antlers 

Position the cream-colored antlers above the ears. 
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Sew the bases securely into the head. 

Adjust the branches until they look balanced. 

Attach the Mini Christmas Tree 

Place the miniature green Christmas tree at the top center of 
the head, between the antlers. 

Use green yarn and a tapestry needle to sew the base of the 
tree to the head. 

Check that the tree stands upright. 

Attach the Main Christmas Bow 

Position the large double ribbon bow in front of the mini tree, 
above the reindeer's forehead. 

Secure the center of the bow with thread. 

Make sure the ribbon does not cover the eyes or muzzle. 

Join the Head and Skirt 

Position the finished reindeer head above the collar and 
layered skirt. 

Center it carefully. 

Use strong matching yarn to sew the bottom of the head to the 
upper collar and skirt assembly. 

Work several stitches around the connection point to create a 
stable structure. 

If necessary, add a small internal support to prevent the head 
from tilting forward. 

Add the Final Decorations 
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Attach the smaller bow beneath the head. 

Secure the gold bell below the bow. 

Check the pearl decorations around the skirt. 

Adjust the ruffles so the red and green layers remain clearly 
visible. 

Your handmade Crochet Reindeer Christmas Tree is now 
complete! 

Step 12: Final Measurements and Finishing Touches 

According to the tutorial graphic, the approximate finished 
measurements are: 

Component Measure
ment 

Reindeer head 
diameter 

8 cm (3.1 
in) 

Muzzle diameter 4 cm (1.6 
in) 

Each ear 5 cm (2.0 
in) 

Each antler 7 cm (2.8 
in) 
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Christmas tree 
skirt diameter 

18 cm 
(7.1 in) 

Total decoration 
height 

24 cm 
(9.4 in) 

These measurements are approximate. The exact dimensions 
depend on yarn thickness, crochet tension, stuffing, and the 
adjustments made to the skirt and miniature tree. 

Final Quality Check 

Before displaying your decoration, inspect the entire project. 

Make sure the reindeer head is centered above the skirt. 

Check that the antlers are symmetrical and that the miniature 
Christmas tree stands upright. 

Spread the green and red ruffles to create an even Christmas 
tree silhouette. 

Straighten the ribbon bows and confirm that all beads and 
decorations are securely attached. 

Use a tapestry needle to weave in any remaining yarn tails. 

If the skirt layers are wrinkled, gently shape them by hand. 
Light steam blocking may help with suitable yarn, but avoid 
exposing acrylic yarn or plastic decorations to excessive heat. 

Helpful Tips for Beginners 

Maintain consistent tension. Amigurumi stitches should be 
tight enough to prevent the stuffing from showing through the 
fabric. 
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Use stitch markers. Marking the beginning of each round 
makes counting easier, especially when working on the head. 

Count every round. Checking stitch totals helps prevent 
accidental increases or decreases. 

Stuff gradually. Small amounts of fiberfill create a smoother, 
more evenly shaped reindeer head. 

Make matching pairs. Crochet both ears and both antlers using 
the same hook, yarn, and tension. 

Test the arrangement before sewing. Use removable pins or 
stitch markers to position the pieces before permanently 
attaching them. 

Keep the ruffles flexible. Avoid sewing the skirt layers together 
along their outer edges. 

Adjust the size when necessary. The graphic provides a 
compact stitch pattern, so you may need additional rounds to 
achieve the larger proportions shown in the finished 
illustration. 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 

1. Is this Crochet Reindeer Christmas Tree suitable for 
beginners? 

Yes, especially for beginners who already understand chains, 
single crochet, double crochet, increases, and decreases. The 
project includes several small components, so it requires 
patience and careful assembly. 

2. What yarn works best for this Christmas crochet project? 
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Medium-weight acrylic or cotton yarn is suitable. Acrylic is 
lightweight and widely available, while cotton provides 
excellent stitch definition and a firmer texture. 

3. Can I make the Christmas tree larger? 

Yes. Use thicker yarn and a larger crochet hook, or add 
additional increase rounds to the head and skirt layers. 
Remember that changing the stitch counts may also require 
adjustments to the collar and support structure. 

4. How do I make the skirt layers more ruffled? 

Increase the number of stitches in the outer rounds. Adding 
extra double crochet stitches allows the fabric to spread and 
create deeper waves. 

5. Can I use different Christmas colors? 

Absolutely. Traditional red, green, cream, and brown are 
beautiful, but you can also use white and gold, burgundy and 
forest green, or pastel Christmas colors. 

6. How do I keep the reindeer head standing upright? 

Stuff the head evenly, secure it firmly to the collar, and 
consider using a small stuffed internal support beneath the 
skirt. A wider, stable base also helps prevent tipping. 

7. Can I wash the finished decoration? 

If the project contains removable ribbons, bells, or beads, take 
them off before cleaning whenever possible. Spot cleaning is 
generally preferable for a fully assembled decorative piece. 
Follow the yarn manufacturer's care instructions. 

8. Can I make this project without safety eyes? 
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Yes. You can embroider the eyes using black yarn or 
embroidery floss. This also eliminates the risk of plastic eyes 
detaching. 

9. How long does this crochet project take? 

The time varies according to experience and the amount of 
decoration. Many crocheters may need several sessions to 
complete the individual pieces, assemble the tree, and add the 
finishing details. 

10. Can I use this as a Christmas gift? 

Yes. The finished decoration makes a charming handmade 
holiday gift, especially for someone who enjoys crochet, 
reindeer decorations, or festive Christmas centerpieces. 

Conclusion: Enjoy Your Handmade Crochet Reindeer 
Christmas Tree 🎄🦌 

The Crochet Reindeer Christmas Tree combines traditional 
amigurumi techniques with colorful layered crochet to create a 
distinctive Christmas decoration. From the sweet brown 
reindeer head and cream antlers to the red-and-green ruffled 
skirt and festive ribbon bows, every component adds 
personality to the finished project. 

By following the steps in this tutorial, you can create the head, 
muzzle, ears, antlers, miniature Christmas tree, three 
decorative skirt layers, and collar before bringing them 
together into one beautiful handmade ornament. 

The original graphic provides the foundation for the project, 
while the expanded instructions and optional shaping 
adjustments help make the finished decoration easier to 
construct. 
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Display your completed Crochet Reindeer Christmas Tree on a 
mantel, shelf, or holiday table, or give it as a thoughtful 
handmade Christmas present. With its cheerful expression and 
festive colors, it is a lovely way to celebrate the holiday season 
through crochet. 
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