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Fabric Christmas Ornament Ball – 
Complete Step-by-Step Sewing Tutorial 
🎄 
Creating a Fabric Christmas Ornament Ball is a wonderful way 
to bring handmade charm to your holiday decorations. This 
beautiful ornament combines red, green, and 
Christmas-printed cotton fabrics with elegant gold cording, 
sparkling embellishments, and a decorative red ribbon bow. 
The result is a colorful, dimensional Christmas ball that looks 
beautiful on a tree, hanging from a wreath, or displayed as part 
of a festive centerpiece. 

This step-by-step sewing tutorial follows the design shown in 
the reference graphic, including the petal-shaped fabric pieces, 
curved fabric bands, polyester stuffing, decorative gold piping, 
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and finishing details. The instructions use standard American 
sewing terminology, with fabric measurements in centimeters. 

The finished ornament measures approximately 9 cm in 
diameter, although the exact size may vary depending on your 
fabric, seam allowances, and stuffing. This project is suitable 
for confident beginners and intermediate sewing enthusiasts 
who enjoy working with small fabric pieces and decorative 
finishes. 

Step 1: Gather Your Materials and Sewing Supplies 🧵 

Before beginning your Fabric Christmas Ornament Ball, 
prepare all the materials and organize your workspace. Having 
everything ready will make cutting, sewing, and assembling 
the ornament easier. 

Fabric and materials 

Material Quantity or 
measurement 

Red cotton fabric 25 × 25 cm 

Green cotton fabric 25 × 25 cm 

Christmas-printed 
cotton fabric 

25 × 25 cm 

Polyester fiberfill Enough to stuff one 
ornament 
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Gold decorative 
cording 

Approximately 1.5 m 

Gold hanging cord 25 cm 

Red ribbon with gold 
edges 

60 cm, approximately 
2.5–3 cm wide 

Decorative beads or 
rhinestones 

As desired 

Coordinating sewing 
thread 

Red, green, or neutral 

Fabric glue or hot 
glue 

Optional 

Sewing tools 

You will also need fabric scissors, sewing pins or clips, a 
hand-sewing needle, a sewing machine, an iron, a measuring 
tape, and a fabric marking pencil. 

Choose 100% cotton fabric for the best results. Cotton is easy 
to cut, press, and sew, making it especially useful for small 
curved pieces. 

For a traditional Christmas appearance, select bright red, deep 
green, and white printed fabric featuring snowflakes, stars, or 
other holiday motifs. 
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Helpful tip: Press your cotton fabric before cutting. Removing 
wrinkles helps the petal pieces maintain consistent shapes. 

Step 2: Prepare the Petal-Shaped Sewing Template ✂️ 

The ornament is constructed using a pointed petal-shaped 
template. Each petal has a rounded, pointed top, gently curved 
sides, and a narrower, nearly straight bottom edge. 

According to the reference graphic, the template measures 
approximately: 

●​ Height: 7 cm 
●​ Width: 3.5 cm 
●​ Seam allowance: 0.6 cm (¼ inch, approximately) 

The illustrated template is a small, elongated leaf shape. 

How to draw the template 

1.​Place a piece of paper on a flat surface. 
2.​Draw a vertical center guideline measuring 7 cm. 
3.​Mark the midpoint of the template's width. 
4.​Draw a gently pointed curve at the top. 
5.​Extend both sides downward with smooth, rounded 

curves. 
6.​Finish the bottom with a slightly curved or nearly straight 

edge. 
7.​Make sure the shape is symmetrical. 
8.​Cut out the paper template carefully. 

For this project, use the 7 × 3.5 cm dimensions as the 
approximate cutting-template dimensions and sew 0.6 cm 
inside the edges. 

Important: The diagram is illustrative rather than a verified 
full-scale sewing pattern. Before cutting your decorative fabric, 
make a test petal and check its size. The final ornament 
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diameter of 9 cm is approximate and may require scaling the 
template. 

Step 3: Cut the 12 Fabric Petals 

The reference tutorial uses a total of 12 fabric petals, divided 
equally among three fabric designs. 

Prepare the following pieces: 

Fabric 
color 

Number of 
petals 

Red 4 

Green 4 

Christmas 
print 

4 

Total 12 

Cutting instructions 

1.​Place the red cotton fabric on your cutting mat. 
2.​Position the paper template over the fabric. 
3.​Trace around the template using a fabric marking pencil. 
4.​Cut four identical red petals. 
5.​Repeat the process with the green cotton fabric. 
6.​Cut four green petals. 
7.​Repeat with the Christmas-printed fabric. 
8.​Cut four printed petals. 
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9.​Arrange all 12 petals on your table and check their 
shapes. 

Take your time when cutting the curved edges. Smooth, 
accurate curves will make the ornament easier to assemble. 

If your printed fabric has a directional design, pay attention to 
the orientation of the Christmas motifs. 

Sewing tip: Avoid stretching the curved edges while handling 
the fabric. Stretching can distort the petals and make the 
finished ornament uneven. 

Step 4: Pair and Sew the Fabric Petals 

The next stage involves joining the petal pieces to create the 
decorative sections of the ornament. 

The reference illustration shows red, green, and printed petals 
combined to produce alternating Christmas colors. 

Sewing the curved edges 

1.​Place two neighboring petals together with their right 
sides facing. 

2.​Align their curved edges carefully. 
3.​Secure the edges using sewing pins or fabric clips. 
4.​Thread your sewing machine with coordinating thread. 
5.​Set the machine to a standard straight stitch, 

approximately 2–2.5 mm long. 
6.​Sew along the curved edge using a 0.6 cm seam 

allowance. 
7.​Remove the pins as you sew. 
8.​Backstitch gently at the beginning and end of the seam. 

Repeat this procedure as you build the decorative sections. 
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The fabric should lie smoothly along the seam without large 
puckers or folds. 

Important assembly detail 

The infographic simplifies this stage by showing individual 
petal pairs. For a practical construction method, join the petals 
edge to edge to create the three four-petal bands described in 
the next step. 

Do not sew every petal pair completely closed as an individual 
stuffed shape. The ornament requires connected fabric 
sections that can be assembled into a spherical cover. 

Step 5: Turn, Shape, and Press the Petals 

Pressing is an essential part of this Christmas fabric ornament 
sewing project because it helps create neat curved seams. 

After sewing the petal sections, prepare them for assembly. 

Pressing instructions 

1.​Place the sewn fabric section on your ironing board. 
2.​Gently open the joined fabric pieces. 
3.​Press the seam allowances toward one side or open, 

depending on the thickness. 
4.​Use the tip of the iron to smooth the curved seams. 
5.​Avoid pulling or stretching the fabric. 
6.​Repeat until every sewn section lies flat. 

The reference graphic describes turning the petals right side 
out. For the connected-band construction, the equivalent step 
is to open and press the sewn seams, keeping the decorative 
right side visible. 
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If you choose to construct individual double-layer petals 
instead, those pieces must be turned through an opening 
before pressing, but that is a different assembly method. 

Helpful tip: Use moderate heat suitable for cotton fabric. A 
pressing cloth can help protect printed designs and delicate 
decorative surfaces. 

Step 6: Create the Three Curved Fabric Bands 🎄 

This stage gives the ornament its characteristic multicolored 
appearance. 

According to the reference graphic, the ornament uses three 
decorative bands, each made from four petals. 

The suggested color sequence is: 

Red – Christmas Print – Green – Christmas Print – Red 

This sequence describes the appearance across the curved 
surface, with red sections appearing at the ends of the 
illustrated bands. 

Because the project contains four pieces of each fabric, 
distribute the colors evenly when assembling the actual three 
bands. The diagram's decorative sequence is a visual guide 
rather than a fully specified cutting layout. 

Assemble the bands 

1.​Arrange four petal pieces into the first curved section. 
2.​Place adjacent pieces right sides together. 
3.​Pin along the curved joining edges. 
4.​Sew using a 0.6 cm seam allowance. 
5.​Open and press the seams. 
6.​Continue until all four pieces form one connected band. 
7.​Repeat to create the second band. 
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8.​Repeat again for the third band. 

You should now have three curved fabric sections ready to 
assemble into the ball. 

Lay the bands next to one another and inspect the distribution 
of colors. 

The red, green, and printed fabrics should create an attractive, 
balanced arrangement when the sections are brought together. 

Design tip: Position the Christmas-printed sections where they 
will be clearly visible on the finished ornament. The printed 
fabric adds contrast and makes the gold trim stand out. 

Step 7: Join the Three Bands to Form the Ornament 

Now it is time to transform the flat fabric sections into a 
rounded Christmas ornament. 

This is one of the most important stages because careful 
alignment determines how symmetrical the finished ball will 
look. 

Assembly instructions 

1.​Place two fabric bands together with their right sides 
facing. 

2.​Match the curved edges and seam intersections. 
3.​Pin carefully from one end to the other. 
4.​Sew along the joining edge using a 0.6 cm seam 

allowance. 
5.​Press or finger-press the seam allowance. 
6.​Position the third band against the joined sections. 
7.​Align the remaining curved edges. 
8.​Pin the fabric securely. 
9.​Sew the remaining seams, leaving an opening of 

approximately 3–4 cm for turning and stuffing. 
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As you join the bands, the fabric should gradually form a 
rounded shell. 

Check the shape 

Before turning the ornament, inspect the seams carefully. 

Make sure that the points where several pieces meet are 
aligned as closely as possible. 

Trim bulky seam allowances where necessary, but avoid 
cutting too close to the stitching. 

You may also clip small notches into the seam allowances 
along tight curves. Do not cut through the stitches. 

Important: Since the source diagram does not provide a 
complete seam-by-seam layout for the spherical cover, test the 
three-band assembly with inexpensive cotton first. If the bands 
do not close into a smooth sphere, adjust the curves before 
cutting the final pieces. 

Step 8: Turn the Ornament Right Side Out 

After sewing the fabric shell, carefully turn the ornament 
through the opening. 

Instructions 

1.​Locate the opening left in the final seam. 
2.​Gently pull the fabric through the opening. 
3.​Continue until the decorative right side faces outward. 
4.​Use your fingers to push out the curved sections. 
5.​Smooth the seams without stretching the fabric. 
6.​Check that the ornament has a balanced, rounded 

appearance. 
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A blunt turning tool can help shape difficult areas, but avoid 
using anything sharp that could damage the cotton. 

At this stage, the ornament will appear soft and slightly 
flattened because it has not yet been stuffed. 

Step 9: Stuff the Fabric Christmas Ball 

Polyester fiberfill gives the ornament its rounded, dimensional 
appearance. 

The reference graphic recommends stuffing the ball firmly to 
create a smooth, even sphere. 

Stuffing instructions 

1.​Take a small handful of polyester fiberfill. 
2.​Separate the stuffing into smaller, fluffy pieces. 
3.​Insert a small amount through the opening. 
4.​Push the stuffing toward the farthest sections of the 

ornament. 
5.​Continue adding small amounts evenly. 
6.​Rotate the ball as you work. 
7.​Fill any areas that appear flat or empty. 
8.​Continue until the ornament feels firm but not excessively 

stretched. 

Avoid inserting one large clump of stuffing. Smaller pieces are 
easier to distribute and help prevent bumps. 

Shape the ball 

Once the ornament is mostly filled, gently roll it between your 
hands. 

Check the top, bottom, and sides. 
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Add more stuffing where necessary to achieve a symmetrical 
shape. 

The finished ornament should measure approximately 9 cm 
across, depending on the fabric template and stuffing density. 

Step 10: Close the Opening with a Ladder Stitch 🪡 

Once the ball is completely stuffed, close the opening using an 
invisible hand-sewing technique known as the ladder stitch. 

This stitch is commonly used in American sewing projects to 
close stuffed toys, pillows, and fabric ornaments. 

How to sew a ladder stitch 

1.​Thread a hand-sewing needle with coordinating thread. 
2.​Tie a secure knot at the end. 
3.​Fold the raw edges of the opening inward by 

approximately 0.6 cm. 
4.​Insert the needle from inside the opening to hide the knot. 
5.​Take a small horizontal stitch through one folded edge. 
6.​Move directly across to the opposite folded edge. 
7.​Take another small horizontal stitch. 
8.​Continue alternating between the two sides. 
9.​Pull the thread gently every few stitches. 
10.​ Continue until the opening is completely closed. 
11.​ Secure the thread with a small knot and hide the end 

inside the ornament. 

When sewn correctly, the stitches should be nearly invisible. 

The fabric edges will come together neatly, leaving a smooth 
surface ready for decoration. 

Step 11: Apply the Decorative Gold Cording ✨ 
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The gold cording is one of the most recognizable features of 
the ornament shown in the graphic. 

It outlines the curved fabric sections and creates a luxurious, 
traditional Christmas appearance. 

The materials list recommends approximately 1.5 meters of 
gold decorative cording. 

Prepare the cording 

Place the stuffed ornament on a clean work surface. 

Study the seams and identify the lines where the gold trim will 
be applied. 

The goal is to follow the curved seams while keeping the trim 
evenly positioned. 

Attaching the cording 

1.​Begin near the top of the ornament. 
2.​Position the gold cord along one fabric seam. 
3.​Secure the starting point with a small amount of fabric 

glue or a few hand stitches. 
4.​Continue guiding the cord along the seam. 
5.​Keep the cord centered over the stitching line. 
6.​Attach it gradually using small dots of glue or discreet 

stitches. 
7.​Continue around the ornament until the decorative seam 

is covered. 
8.​Repeat for the remaining visible seams. 
9.​Trim excess cording neatly. 
10.​ Secure the ends so they do not unravel. 

The reference design uses gold trim along both vertical and 
curved seam intersections. 
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Try to keep the cording smooth and consistent in thickness 
throughout the ornament. 

Durability tip: Hand-stitching the cording is a strong option, 
especially if the ornament will be stored and reused for many 
Christmas seasons. 

If using hot glue, apply only small amounts to prevent visible 
glue buildup. 

Step 12: Add Beads and Rhinestone Embellishments 

The next step adds sparkle to the Fabric Christmas Ornament 
Ball. 

The reference ornament features small decorative beads or 
rhinestones placed at the intersections of the gold cording. 

Green and gold embellishments work especially well with the 
red and green cotton fabrics. 

Decorating instructions 

1.​Identify the points where two or more gold cords 
intersect. 

2.​Choose small beads or rhinestones that complement the 
fabric. 

3.​Place one embellishment over each selected intersection. 
4.​Check the overall arrangement before attaching anything 

permanently. 
5.​Secure each embellishment with fabric glue or hand 

stitching. 
6.​Allow the adhesive to dry completely if glue is used. 
7.​Inspect each piece to ensure it is firmly attached. 

Avoid adding too many embellishments. The fabric colors, 
printed snowflakes, and gold cording already provide plenty of 
decorative detail. 
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For an appearance similar to the graphic, use green jewel-like 
accents with gold settings. 

Safety note: Small beads can become choking hazards if 
detached. Keep this ornament away from young children and 
pets, and use care when handling hot glue. 

Step 13: Create the Large Decorative Christmas Bow 🎀 

The oversized red ribbon bow is an important feature of the 
finished design. 

The reference graphic uses approximately 60 cm of red ribbon 
with gold edges, measuring about 2.5–3 cm wide. 

A wired ribbon is especially useful because it holds its shape 
and creates fuller loops. 

Make a multi-loop bow 

1.​Cut approximately 60 cm of decorative ribbon. 
2.​Locate the center of the ribbon. 
3.​Form the first loop on one side. 
4.​Create a matching loop on the opposite side. 
5.​Continue folding the ribbon to make additional loops. 
6.​Hold the loops together at the center. 
7.​Adjust their sizes to create a balanced bow. 
8.​Wrap a short piece of thread or thin wire around the 

center. 
9.​Tighten the center securely. 
10.​ Spread the loops outward. 
11.​ Shape the bow until it looks full and symmetrical. 

The bow in the reference image features several rounded 
loops, creating a decorative flower-like appearance. 

Attach the bow 
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Position the finished bow at the top of the fabric ball. 

Check that it covers the upper seam intersections without 
hiding too much of the ornament. 

Secure the bow using strong hand stitches or a small amount 
of hot glue. 

If desired, add a small gold bead or decorative button to the 
center. 

Helpful tip: When using wired ribbon, gently bend each loop 
outward to create a rounded, three-dimensional bow. 

Step 14: Make and Attach the Gold Hanging Loop 

The final construction step is to add a hanging cord so the 
ornament can be displayed on a Christmas tree. 

The reference graphic recommends 25 cm of gold hanging 
cord. 

Instructions 

1.​Cut a 25 cm length of gold cord. 
2.​Fold it in half to form a loop. 
3.​Bring the two loose ends together. 
4.​Position the ends at the top center of the ornament. 
5.​Use a hand-sewing needle and strong thread to attach the 

ends securely to the fabric shell. 
6.​Sew through the top seam area several times for strength. 
7.​Tie off the thread securely. 
8.​Position the decorative bow over the attachment point. 
9.​Add a small bead or decorative accent if desired. 

Make sure the hanging loop is centered. 

Lift the ornament gently by the cord to check its balance. 
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If the ball tilts to one side, adjust the attachment point before 
completing the final stitches. 

The hanging loop should be strong enough to support the 
finished ornament without pulling on the decorative trim. 

Step 15: Inspect and Finish Your Christmas Ornament 
Ball 

Your handmade Christmas ornament is almost complete. 

Before displaying it, take a few minutes to inspect all the 
decorative details. 

Final inspection 

Check that: 

●​ The fabric shell is fully stuffed and rounded. 
●​ All seams are securely closed. 
●​ The gold cording follows the seams neatly. 
●​ The decorative beads are firmly attached. 
●​ The ribbon bow is centered and evenly shaped. 
●​ The hanging loop is strong and secure. 
●​ No loose threads or visible glue remain. 

Gently reshape the ornament with your hands if necessary. 

You can also use a soft lint brush to remove any stray fibers or 
threads. 

The finished ornament should have a rounded shape, colorful 
alternating fabric sections, elegant gold seam accents, and a 
large red decorative bow. 

Step 16: Understanding the Main US Sewing Methods 
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The original graphic includes a sewing methods key. The 
following explanations will help beginners understand each 
technique used in this project. 

Sewing term Meaning and application 

Sew Join fabric pieces with stitches, using a 0.6 
cm seam allowance for this project. 

Right sides 
together (RST) 

Place the decorative front surfaces of two 
fabrics facing each other before sewing. 

Seam 
allowance 

The distance between the fabric's raw edge 
and the stitching line. 

Press Use an iron to flatten and shape seams 
without stretching the fabric. 

Turn Bring the sewn fabric shell right side out 
through an opening. 

Stuff Fill the ornament with polyester fiberfill to 
create a rounded shape. 

Ladder stitch An almost invisible hand stitch used to 
close the stuffing opening. 
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Backstitch Reverse stitching at the beginning or end of 
a machine-sewn seam to secure it. 

Topstitch Visible stitching sewn on the outside of 
fabric, sometimes used decoratively. 

Fabric glue Adhesive used to attach decorative trim, 
ribbon, or embellishments. 

Understanding these basic techniques will make it easier to 
complete other handmade fabric Christmas decorations. 

Step 17: Tips for a Professional-Looking Ornament 🌟 

Several small details can make a big difference in the finished 
appearance of your Christmas ornament. 

Use quality cotton fabric. Fabric with a stable weave is easier 
to sew and produces smoother curves. Avoid very stretchy 
materials for your first ornament. 

Maintain a consistent seam allowance. Use approximately 0.6 
cm throughout the project. Inconsistent seams can cause the 
decorative panels to become uneven. 

Press every seam carefully. Pressing helps the curved 
sections lie smoothly and reduces bulk where multiple pieces 
meet. 

Stuff evenly. Insert polyester fiberfill in small amounts and 
distribute it around the entire ball. Pay special attention to the 
areas near the seams. 
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Secure decorative elements firmly. Gold cording, beads, and 
the ribbon bow should be attached securely, especially if the 
ornament will be used for several holiday seasons. 

Experiment with different fabrics. Once you understand the 
construction, try using other Christmas color combinations, 
such as white and gold, burgundy and cream, or silver and 
blue. 

Step 18: Creative Ways to Display Your Fabric 
Christmas Ornament 

The finished ornament can be used in several different holiday 
decorating projects. 

Christmas tree decoration 

Hang the ball from a sturdy branch where the red ribbon and 
gold trim will be clearly visible. 

Christmas wreath accent 

Attach the ornament to a decorative wreath using floral wire or 
strong ribbon. It can become a beautiful centerpiece for a 
traditional Christmas wreath. 

Holiday centerpiece 

Place several handmade fabric balls inside a decorative bowl 
with pinecones, artificial greenery, and battery-operated fairy 
lights. 

Handmade Christmas gift 

Create ornaments in coordinating colors and give them to 
friends or family members. A handmade fabric ornament can 
become a treasured seasonal keepsake. 

Matching ornament collection 
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Make several balls using the same template but different 
fabrics. Coordinating bows and gold cording can help the 
collection look unified. 

Frequently Asked Questions About Fabric Christmas 
Ornament Balls 

1. Is this project suitable for beginners? 

Yes, although the curved assembly requires patience. 
Beginners who are comfortable sewing straight and curved 
seams should be able to complete the project. Making a 
practice version first is recommended. 

2. What fabric works best for a Christmas ornament ball? 

100% cotton fabric is recommended because it is stable, easy 
to press, and available in many Christmas prints. 

3. Can I sew the entire ornament by hand? 

Yes. You can use a small backstitch to join the fabric pieces 
and a ladder stitch to close the stuffing opening. Hand sewing 
will take longer than machine sewing but can produce an 
attractive result. 

4. How much polyester stuffing should I use? 

Use enough to create a firm, rounded ball without 
overstretching the seams. The exact amount depends on the 
size and shape of the finished fabric shell. 

5. Can I make the ornament larger? 

Yes. Enlarge the petal template proportionally and adjust the 
amount of fabric, stuffing, and decorative cording. Test the 
enlarged template before cutting your final fabrics. 

6. Do I need to use gold cording? 
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No. Gold cording creates the traditional decorative appearance 
shown in the reference graphic, but silver trim, decorative 
braid, or narrow ribbon can also be used. 

7. What is the best way to attach the ribbon bow? 

Hand stitching provides a secure attachment. Hot glue is 
another option for a decorative ornament, but it should be 
applied carefully. 

8. How should I store the finished ornament? 

Store it in a clean, dry box away from moisture and direct 
sunlight. Wrap it loosely in tissue paper to protect the ribbon 
loops and embellishments. 

Conclusion: Enjoy Your Handmade Fabric Christmas 
Ornament Ball 🎄 

The Fabric Christmas Ornament Ball is a charming holiday 
sewing project that combines colorful cotton fabrics, curved 
patchwork construction, soft polyester stuffing, gold 
decorative cording, sparkling embellishments, and a beautiful 
ribbon bow. 

By following the steps in this tutorial, you can prepare the 
petal template, cut and sew the fabric pieces, assemble the 
curved bands, stuff the ornament, close the opening, and add 
the finishing decorations. 

The most important techniques are accurate cutting, 
consistent seam allowances, careful pressing, even stuffing, 
and secure hand stitching. Together, these details help create 
a neat and durable handmade ornament. 

Whether you display it on your Christmas tree, incorporate it 
into a holiday wreath, or give it as a thoughtful handmade gift, 
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this decorative fabric ball is a wonderful way to celebrate the 
holiday season through sewing and creativity. 
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