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Felt Christmas Ornaments – Complete 
Step-by-Step Sewing Tutorial 🎄 
Creating your own Felt Christmas Ornaments is a wonderful 
way to bring warmth, color, and handmade charm to your 
holiday decorations. These beautiful round ornaments 
combine soft felt fabric, delicate embroidery, decorative bows, 
holly leaves, red berries, and golden details. The finished 
pieces have a traditional Christmas appearance and can be 
used to decorate a tree, embellish a wreath, or create 
thoughtful handmade gifts. 

This step-by-step felt Christmas ornament tutorial follows the 
design shown in the reference guide. You will learn how to 
prepare the templates, cut the fabric, embroider Christmas 
motifs, sew the ornament, add stuffing, make decorative bows, 
and assemble the final embellishments. The instructions use 
U.S. sewing terminology, with measurements in centimeters 
and approximate inch equivalents. 

The project is suitable for beginners who have some basic 
hand-sewing experience, as well as experienced crafters 
looking for creative Christmas sewing ideas. You can 
reproduce the red ornament with a white snowflake, the cream 
ornament with holly leaves and golden embroidery, or the 
green ornament with decorative Christmas stitching. All three 
designs use the same basic construction method. 

Step 1: Gather the Materials and Sewing Tools 🧵 

Before beginning, organize all the materials on a clean, well-lit 
work surface. Having everything prepared makes the sewing 
process easier and helps ensure consistent results. 

Materials for one ornament 

https://creative.craftsforlove.com/


https://creative.craftsforlove.com/ - SEE THE BEST PATTERNS 

●​ Felt fabric: Red, green, cream, or your preferred 
Christmas colors. 

●​ Embroidery floss: Red, white, green, gold, and 
coordinating colors. 

●​ Polyester fiberfill: For stuffing the ornament. 
●​ Satin or grosgrain ribbon: Approximately 1 cm (0.4 in) 

wide. 
●​ Small red pom-poms or felt balls: For decorative berries. 
●​ Gold trim or lace: For the ornament cap. 
●​ Small decorative beads: Optional, for embroidered 

accents. 
●​ Fabric glue: Optional, for securing decorative pieces. 
●​ Matching sewing thread: For assembling the ornament. 

Required tools 

You will also need sharp fabric scissors, an embroidery 
needle, a hand-sewing needle, straight pins or sewing clips, a 
ruler, a fabric marking pencil, and paper for preparing the 
templates. 

An embroidery hoop is optional but helpful when stitching the 
snowflake or other decorative motifs. 

Finished ornament dimensions 

10 cm 
approximately 4 inches in diameter 

The measurement refers to the round ornament body, 
excluding the bow and hanging ribbon. 

The ornaments are softly padded rather than completely 
spherical. The exact thickness will depend on the amount of 
stuffing used. 
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Step 2: Prepare and Cut the Felt Templates ✂️ 

The reference tutorial includes several template pieces used to 
create the ornament body and its decorations. 

Template measurements 

Template 
piece 

Quant
ity 

Measurem
ents 

Ornament 
circle 

2 10 cm 
diameter 

Bow 2 8 × 4.5 cm 

Bow tail 2 7 × 4 cm 

Bow 
center 

1 2.5 × 2 cm 

Holly leaf 2 4.5 × 2.5 
cm 

Berry 3 1 cm 
diameter 

Ornament 
cap 

1 5 × 2.5 cm 
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Hanging 
ribbon 

1 18 × 1 cm 

Important sizing note: The graphic identifies a 0.5 cm 
(approximately 1/4 inch) seam allowance. For a finished body 
approximately 10 cm across, draw the ornament's cutting 
circles at 11 cm diameter, including the seam allowance. The 
other measurements can be used as template dimensions; add 
0.5 cm around pieces that will have enclosed seams, as 
needed. 

How to prepare the templates 

1.​Draw a circle on sturdy paper using a compass or a round 
object as a guide. 

2.​Create the curved bow template, including its slightly 
indented center. 

3.​Draw the two decorative bow tails with their pointed ends. 
4.​Prepare the narrow rectangular bow center. 
5.​Draw a holly leaf with pointed edges and a gently curved 

center. 
6.​Prepare the small berry circles and the scalloped 

ornament cap. 
7.​Label each template in English and mark the required 

quantity. 

Cut the paper templates carefully and place them on the 
appropriate felt colors. 

For the traditional red ornament, use red felt for the body, 
cream felt for the bow, green felt for the holly leaves, and red 
felt for the berries. 

For the cream ornament, use cream felt for the body and dark 
green felt for the bow. 
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For the green ornament, use green felt for the body and red felt 
for the bow. 

Trace around the templates using a removable fabric marker. 
Cut each piece with sharp scissors, keeping the edges smooth 
and even. 

Beginner tip: Cut the two ornament circles together if your 
scissors can handle both layers without shifting. This helps 
produce matching shapes. 

Step 3: Embroider the Christmas Design on the Front 
Circle ❄️ 

Embroidery is one of the most important decorative elements 
in this project. It transforms simple felt circles into elegant 
handmade Christmas decorations. 

Always embroider the front circle before sewing the two 
ornament pieces together. This makes it easier to work with 
the needle and prevents stitches from passing through the 
back of the ornament. 

Design A: Red ornament with a white snowflake 

The red ornament features a large white snowflake in the 
center, surrounded by smaller snowflake motifs and decorative 
dots. 

Start by lightly marking the center of the felt circle. 

Draw six evenly spaced lines radiating from the center to 
create the main snowflake structure. 

Thread an embroidery needle with white embroidery floss. Use 
three strands for delicate lines or all six strands for a bolder 
appearance. 
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Work the six main snowflake arms using a straight stitch or 
backstitch. 

Next, add short diagonal branches to each arm, creating the 
appearance of delicate snow crystals. 

Keep the branches evenly spaced and symmetrical. 

Use small straight stitches to embroider additional stars 
around the main snowflake. 

Finish with tiny French knots or short stitches to create the 
appearance of falling snow. 

Design B: Cream ornament with golden embroidery 

For the cream-colored ornament, use golden embroidery floss 
to create delicate decorative swirls and small stars. 

Begin with a simple curved guideline on the felt. 

Use backstitch to follow the curves, creating smooth golden 
lines. 

Add small stars using straight stitches that intersect at their 
centers. 

You can also use metallic embroidery floss for a sparkling 
Christmas finish. 

Keep the embroidery relatively light so that the green holly 
leaves and red berries remain the main decorative focus. 

Design C: Green ornament with Christmas embroidery 

The green ornament features golden stars, decorative curved 
lines, and a horizontal red ribbon-style band. 

Use golden embroidery floss to create small stars and curved 
decorative lines across the upper portion of the circle. 
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Add small red or gold beads at selected points if desired. 

For the central band, cut a narrow strip of red felt or use a 
decorative ribbon. 

Position it horizontally across the center of the ornament. 

Secure it with small running stitches or backstitches. 

Embroider white snowflakes or flower-like motifs along the 
band. 

Complete the design with additional golden stars beneath the 
ribbon. 

Helpful tip: Keep decorative stitching at least 1 cm away from 
the outer cutting edge so that it does not disappear into the 
seam during assembly. 

Step 4: Add Decorative Stitches, Beads, and Trim ✨ 

Once the main embroidery is complete, add the smaller 
decorative elements. 

The reference design combines several traditional 
hand-embroidery techniques. 

Running stitch 

A running stitch consists of small, evenly spaced stitches that 
pass in and out of the fabric. 

It is useful for attaching decorative ribbon, securing small felt 
details, and creating simple outlines. 

To make a running stitch, bring the needle up through the 
fabric, insert it a short distance away, and bring it back to the 
front. 

Continue at regular intervals. 
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Backstitch 

A backstitch creates a strong, continuous embroidered line. 

It is ideal for snowflake outlines, golden swirls, and detailed 
shapes. 

Bring the needle through the felt, make a small backward 
stitch, and bring it forward again beyond the previous stitch. 

Repeat to create a smooth line. 

French knot 

A French knot creates a small raised dot. 

It is especially useful for representing snow, berries, or tiny 
decorative accents. 

Bring the needle to the front of the fabric. 

Wrap the embroidery floss around the needle once or twice. 

Insert the needle back into the fabric close to the original entry 
point while holding the thread gently. 

Pull the needle through to form a small knot. 

Lazy daisy stitch 

The lazy daisy stitch creates individual loop-shaped petals. 

It is commonly used for embroidered flowers and decorative 
snowflake details. 

Bring the needle up through the felt and insert it near the same 
point, leaving a small loop on the surface. 

Bring the needle up at the tip of the intended petal, catching 
the loop. 
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Secure it with a tiny straight stitch. 

Repeat to create a flower or star-shaped decoration. 

Adding beads 

Small decorative beads can be sewn onto the front circle using 
matching thread. 

For a balanced appearance, position them around the 
embroidered design rather than concentrating them in one 
area. 

Secure each bead individually so it remains attached. 

For ornaments intended for households with young children or 
pets, consider replacing loose beads with embroidered French 
knots. 

Step 5: Sew the Two Felt Circles Together 🪡 

After decorating the front circle, you can assemble the main 
ornament body. 

Place the embroidered circle on your work surface with the 
decorated side facing upward. 

Position the second felt circle underneath it. 

Unlike traditional sewing projects that use hidden seams, this 
design features a decorative blanket stitch around the outside 
edge. 

Therefore, keep the right sides facing outward. 

Align the two circles carefully. 

Use straight pins or sewing clips to prevent the felt from 
shifting. 
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Thread a hand-sewing needle with embroidery floss in a 
contrasting color. 

For a red ornament, white thread creates the classic Christmas 
finish shown in the reference image. 

For the cream ornament, red thread adds a festive border. 

For the green ornament, gold thread creates an elegant 
decorative outline. 

How to make the blanket stitch 

1.​Insert the needle between the two felt layers to hide the 
starting knot. 

2.​Bring the needle out near the outer edge. 
3.​Insert the needle through both layers approximately 

0.4–0.5 cm from the edge. 
4.​Keep the working thread beneath the needle before 

pulling the stitch tight. 
5.​Pull gently to create a loop that rests neatly along the 

edge. 
6.​Continue around the circle, keeping the stitches evenly 

spaced. 

A spacing of approximately 0.5 cm between stitches works 
well for this project. 

Sew around most of the circle, but leave an opening of 
approximately 3–4 cm for stuffing. 

Do not tie off the thread yet if you plan to continue closing the 
ornament with the same thread. 

Step 6: Stuff the Ornament and Close the Opening ☁️ 

Polyester fiberfill gives the felt ornament its soft, rounded 
appearance. 
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Take small pieces of stuffing and gently insert them through 
the opening. 

Begin by distributing the fiberfill around the outer edges. 

Then fill the center gradually. 

Avoid inserting one large clump of stuffing, as this can create 
an uneven shape. 

Use your fingers to distribute the filling until the ornament 
appears smooth and symmetrical. 

The finished ornament should feel firm enough to maintain its 
shape but still remain slightly soft. 

Do not overstuff. Too much filling can stretch the blanket 
stitches and distort the circular shape. 

Once you are satisfied with the fullness, close the remaining 
opening using the same blanket stitch. 

Keep the stitch spacing consistent with the rest of the border. 

Secure the final stitch with a small knot hidden between the 
felt layers. 

Trim the excess thread. 

At this stage, you should have a completed padded felt circle 
with decorative embroidery on the front. 

Step 7: Make the Decorative Felt Bow 🎀 

The large bow is one of the most recognizable features of 
these Christmas ornaments. 

The reference design shows cream, dark green, and red bows, 
depending on the ornament color. 
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Prepare the bow pieces 

Use the bow templates prepared earlier. 

Cut the two main bow pieces, two bow tails, and one center 
strip. 

For a fuller padded bow, place the two main bow pieces 
together and sew around their outer edges, leaving a small 
opening. 

Use a blanket stitch in a contrasting thread color. 

For the cream bow, red embroidery floss creates a traditional 
Christmas look. 

For the green bow, golden thread provides an elegant finish. 

Insert a very small amount of polyester fiberfill if you want a 
softly raised bow. 

Close the opening using the same stitch. 

Shape the bow 

Pinch the padded bow at the center to create two symmetrical 
loops. 

Secure the center with several small stitches. 

Fold the bow tails into their intended position behind the 
loops. 

The pointed ends should extend downward and outward. 

Sew the tails to the back of the bow. 

Wrap the narrow center strip around the pinched middle. 

Pull it snugly enough to hold the bow's shape without crushing 
the stuffing. 
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Secure the strip at the back with small hand stitches. 

You can use a golden felt strip, a contrasting fabric strip, or a 
piece of decorative ribbon for the center. 

Finishing the bow 

Adjust the two loops until they look balanced. 

Smooth the edges with your fingers. 

Make sure the bow tails extend evenly on both sides. 

If necessary, add a few hidden stitches to hold the loops in 
position. 

The completed bow should look soft, structured, and slightly 
three-dimensional. 

Step 8: Create the Holly Leaves, Berries, and Golden 
Cap 🍃 

The holly decoration adds a traditional Christmas touch to the 
top of each ornament. 

Making the holly leaves 

Cut two holly leaves from dark green felt. 

Each leaf should measure approximately 4.5 × 2.5 cm, 
following the template. 

The edges should have pointed sections resembling natural 
holly leaves. 

If desired, embroider a central vein using green or golden 
thread. 

You can also add small diagonal stitches to represent 
secondary leaf veins. 
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Arrange the two leaves so that they overlap slightly at their 
bases and point outward in opposite directions. 

Making the red berries 

The reference image uses three small red berries. 

You can create them using red felt circles, small felt balls, or 
miniature pom-poms. 

For handmade stuffed felt berries, cut small circles, work tiny 
gathering stitches around their edges, add a pinch of stuffing, 
and pull the thread closed. 

Secure each berry with a few stitches. 

The berries should be approximately 1 cm in diameter. 

Arrange the three berries in a triangular cluster over the center 
of the holly leaves. 

Preparing the golden cap 

The golden cap resembles the decorative metal top found on 
traditional Christmas baubles. 

Use the cap template measuring approximately 5 × 2.5 cm. 

Cut the shape from gold felt, decorative fabric, or gold lace. 

If using a scalloped felt shape, add golden embroidery along 
the lower edge for extra detail. 

Position the cap at the top center of the ornament, overlapping 
the upper edge slightly. 

Secure it with small hand stitches. 

Fabric glue may be used for extra support, but stitching 
provides a more durable attachment. 
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Step 9: Assemble the Christmas Decoration 🎄 

Now that all the individual pieces are complete, you can 
assemble the ornament. 

Place the padded ornament on your work surface with the 
embroidered side facing upward. 

Position the golden cap at the top center if it has not already 
been attached. 

Next, place the bow above the cap. 

The bow should partially overlap the golden section, as shown 
in the reference image. 

Adjust the position until both bow loops and the pointed tails 
appear symmetrical. 

Secure the bow with several small stitches through its center. 

Avoid stitching through the visible front of the bow 
unnecessarily. 

Place the two holly leaves over the center of the bow, pointing 
outward. 

The leaves should sit just above the golden cap. 

Sew the leaves securely in place. 

Arrange the three red berries over the point where the holly 
leaves meet. 

Attach the berries individually with matching thread. 

Make sure the decorations do not cover too much of the 
embroidered design. 
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The snowflake, golden swirls, or decorative band should 
remain clearly visible beneath the bow. 

Design tip: Before permanently sewing the pieces, arrange 
them on the ornament and take a photograph. This allows you 
to check the overall balance and make adjustments. 

Step 10: Add the Hanging Ribbon 🎗️ 

The hanging ribbon allows the ornament to be displayed on a 
Christmas tree, wreath, garland, or decorative hook. 

Cut one piece of ribbon measuring approximately 18 cm long 
and 1 cm wide. 

Fold the ribbon in half to create a loop. 

Align the two cut ends. 

Position these ends behind the top of the ornament, 
underneath the bow or cap. 

For the strongest attachment, insert and stitch the ribbon ends 
between the felt layers at the top before fully closing the 
ornament. If the body is already closed, sew the ends securely 
through the upper seam and conceal the stitches beneath the 
bow. 

Use matching thread and make several small stitches through 
the ribbon and felt. 

Pull gently on the loop to test its strength. 

The finished hanging loop will extend approximately 9 cm 
above the attachment point before accounting for the portion 
secured to the ornament. 

For a traditional Christmas appearance, use red grosgrain 
ribbon with white decorative stitching. 
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Green, cream, or gold ribbon also works beautifully. 

Step 11: Add the Final Finishing Touches ✨ 

Before displaying your handmade Christmas ornament, 
inspect the entire piece carefully. 

Check that the blanket stitches are evenly spaced and that no 
sections of the felt edges remain open. 

Examine the embroidered snowflake or decorative design. 

If necessary, add a few extra French knots, small stars, or 
decorative stitches to balance the composition. 

Make sure the bow is centered and securely attached. 

Adjust the holly leaves so their pointed ends remain visible. 

Check that the red berries form a neat cluster. 

Trim any loose threads with small embroidery scissors. 

If the ornament looks slightly uneven, gently massage the 
stuffing through the felt until the round shape appears 
balanced. 

You may also add a few small decorative beads to the 
ornament's front. 

For the cream ornament, gold beads can complement the 
golden embroidery. 

For the green ornament, red and gold beads work particularly 
well. 

For the red ornament, white French knots create a delicate 
snowy appearance. 
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Avoid adding too many decorations, since the beauty of the 
design comes from its balanced combination of embroidery, 
felt, ribbon, and traditional Christmas colors. 

Step 12: Create the Three Christmas Ornament 
Variations 

Once you understand the basic construction process, you can 
create the three designs shown in the tutorial. 

 

Variation 1: Red Snowflake Ornament 

https://creative.craftsforlove.com/


https://creative.craftsforlove.com/ - SEE THE BEST PATTERNS 

Use red felt, white snowflake embroidery, a cream bow with red 
blanket stitching, green holly leaves, three red berries, and a 
gold cap. This is the classic design shown on the left side of 
the reference. 

 

Variation 2: Cream and Gold Ornament 

Use cream felt, gold embroidered swirls and stars, a dark 
green bow with golden stitching, holly leaves, red berries, and 
a gold cap. The light background gives this version a softer, 
elegant appearance. 
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Variation 3: Green Christmas Ornament 

Use dark green felt, gold embroidered stars, a red central band 
with white motifs, a red bow with gold accents, and the same 
holly and berry decorations. This version has a particularly 
rich Christmas color combination. 

All three variations follow the same cutting, embroidery, 
assembly, and finishing steps. Only the colors and decorative 
embroidery change. 

Step 13: Helpful Sewing Tips for Beginners 
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Working with felt is relatively easy because most craft felt does 
not fray when cut. However, a few simple techniques will help 
you achieve professional-looking results. 

Choose quality felt. Wool-blend felt generally provides a 
smoother surface and greater durability than inexpensive 
synthetic craft felt. Polyester craft felt is still suitable for this 
project. 

Use consistent stitches. Try to maintain the same distance 
between blanket stitches throughout the ornament. This 
creates a clean decorative border. 

Do not pull the thread too tightly. Excessive tension can cause 
the felt to wrinkle or distort. 

Use small amounts of stuffing. Gradually filling the ornament 
helps create an even shape without stretching the seams. 

Test embroidery colors first. Gold and white thread stand out 
beautifully against dark green and red felt. 

Secure embellishments carefully. Bows, berries, and 
decorative caps should be firmly attached, especially if the 
ornaments will be handled frequently. 

Keep templates for future projects. Store your paper templates 
in a labeled envelope so you can easily recreate the ornaments 
next Christmas. 

Frequently Asked Questions About Felt Christmas 
Ornaments 

Can beginners make these felt Christmas ornaments? 

Yes. This project is suitable for beginners who are willing to 
practice a few basic hand-sewing techniques. The blanket 
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stitch, running stitch, backstitch, and simple embroidery 
details can all be learned with a little patience. 

Do I need a sewing machine? 

No. The entire project can be completed by hand using a 
needle, thread, and embroidery floss. Hand sewing is 
particularly useful for the small decorative elements. 

What is the best felt for Christmas ornaments? 

Wool-blend felt is an excellent choice because it holds its 
shape well and has a smooth texture. Polyester craft felt is a 
more affordable alternative and also works for decorative 
ornaments. 

How much time does one ornament take? 

A beginner may need approximately two to four hours, 
depending on the complexity of the embroidery. Experienced 
crafters may complete a simpler ornament in about one to two 
hours. 

Can I make the ornaments larger? 

Yes. Enlarge the circle template and increase the bow, cap, and 
holly leaf measurements proportionally. Keep the seam 
allowance consistent and adjust the stuffing amount to suit the 
larger size. 

Can I use fabric glue instead of sewing? 

Fabric glue can help attach small decorations, but sewing is 
recommended for the main ornament body, hanging ribbon, 
and bow. Stitched construction is generally more secure and 
durable. 

How can I keep the ornaments clean? 

https://creative.craftsforlove.com/


https://creative.craftsforlove.com/ - SEE THE BEST PATTERNS 

Gently remove dust with a soft brush or lint roller. If necessary, 
spot-clean with a slightly damp cloth and mild detergent, then 
allow the ornament to air-dry completely. Avoid machine 
washing, especially when the ornament contains beads, glue, 
or metallic trim. 

Are these ornaments suitable for handmade gifts? 

Absolutely. These ornaments make lovely handmade gifts, 
Christmas party favors, stocking stuffers, and decorative 
additions to gift wrapping. You can personalize them with 
initials, dates, or embroidered names. 

Can children help make these ornaments? 

Older children can participate with adult supervision, 
particularly when cutting felt or arranging decorations. 
Needles, scissors, beads, and small berries require careful 
handling. Ornaments with small detachable embellishments 
should be kept away from very young children. 

Conclusion: Create Beautiful Handmade Felt Christmas 
Ornaments 

Making Felt Christmas Ornaments is a rewarding holiday 
sewing project that combines traditional embroidery, simple 
felt construction, and charming decorative details. With a few 
basic materials and careful hand stitching, you can create 
ornaments that look beautiful on a Christmas tree and become 
treasured decorations for years to come. 

By following this complete tutorial, you can reproduce the 
three festive designs from the reference: the red snowflake 
ornament, the cream ornament with golden embroidery, and 
the green ornament with Christmas stitching. Each design 
uses the same fundamental techniques, making it easy to 
create a coordinated collection. 
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Experiment with different embroidery colors, ribbon styles, 
and felt combinations while keeping the original construction 
method consistent. Handmade Christmas decorations are 
especially meaningful because every stitch reflects the time, 
care, and creativity invested in the project. 
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