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Christmas Tree Felt and Fabric Appliqué 
Tutorial Pattern 🎄 
Create a beautiful, handmade Christmas decoration with this 
Christmas Tree Felt and Fabric Appliqué Tutorial Pattern. This 
cheerful holiday project combines colorful cotton fabrics, soft 
felt, decorative embroidery, and adorable Christmas ornaments 
to make a festive tree that can be displayed on a wall, door, or 
throughout your home. 

This complete step-by-step Christmas sewing tutorial follows 
the design shown in the reference image. You will learn how to 

https://creative.craftsforlove.com/


https://creative.craftsforlove.com/ - SEE THE BEST PATTERNS 

prepare the fabric patterns, cut the individual tree layers, sew 
the felt ornaments, assemble the overlapping branches, and 
finish your decoration with beautiful hand-stitched details. 

The finished Christmas tree measures approximately 30 cm tall 
× 24 cm wide (11.8 × 9.4 inches). This tutorial uses American 
sewing terminology, measurements in centimeters, and 
beginner-friendly techniques. 

Step 1: Gather Your Materials and Sewing Tools 🧵 

Before beginning your fabric Christmas tree project, prepare 
all the necessary materials. Having everything organized will 
make the sewing process easier and help you achieve a 
professional-looking result. 

Materials 

●​ Cotton fabric: Red, green, teal blue, cream, and 
red-and-white checked prints. 

●​ Felt fabric: Yellow, red, green, and cream. 
●​ Polyester fiberfill: For lightly stuffing the ornaments. 
●​ Embroidery floss: White, yellow, green, and red. 
●​ Matching sewing thread: For assembling the fabric 

pieces. 
●​ Small buttons: Two green buttons for decorating the tree. 
●​ Thin ribbon or decorative cord: For hanging ornaments 

and making bows. 
●​ Fabric glue: Optional, for temporarily securing small 

decorations. 
●​ Backing fabric: Green cotton or felt for the reverse side. 
●​ Lightweight interfacing: Optional, for stabilizing the tree 

branches. 

Tools 

●​ Fabric scissors 
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●​ Hand-sewing needles 
●​ Sewing machine (optional) 
●​ Straight pins or sewing clips 
●​ Measuring tape 
●​ Fabric marking pencil 
●​ Iron and ironing board 
●​ Turning tool or blunt wooden stick 
●​ Embroidery needle 
●​ Paper and pencil for tracing patterns 

Recommended seam allowance: 0.5 cm (approximately 3/16 
inch), as indicated in the reference chart. 

For beginners, a basic straight stitch is sufficient for most 
construction steps. Decorative stitches can be completed by 
hand. 

Step 2: Understand the Christmas Tree Pattern and 
Measurements 📏 

The Christmas tree consists of several overlapping fabric 
sections that gradually increase in width from top to bottom. 

The reference design features a pointed yellow star at the top, 
red upper branches, green and teal middle branches, colorful 
lower branches, and a checked rectangular trunk. 

The following measurements are taken from the cutting chart. 
They describe the approximate dimensions of the individual 
pattern shapes. 

Main cutting measurements 

Pattern piece Size (cm) Quantity 
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Top layer – left 9 × 5 1 

Top layer – 
right 

9 × 5 1 

Middle layer – 
left 

9 × 5.5 1 

Middle layer – 
right 

9 × 5.5 1 

Lower middle – 
left 

10 × 5.5 1 

Lower middle – 
center 

10 × 5.5 1 

Lower middle – 
right 

10 × 5.5 1 

Bottom layer – 
left 

10 × 5.5 1 

Bottom layer – 
center 

10 × 5.5 1 
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Bottom layer – 
right 

10 × 5.5 1 

Top star 5 × 5 2 

Ornament star 4 × 4 2 per 
ornament 

Ornament ball Approximately 3 
cm wide 

2 per 
ornament 

Green button 
ornament 

Approximately 
2.5 cm 

2 

Christmas 
stocking 

5 × 6 2 

Tree trunk 10 cm long 2 

Candy cane 4 × 6 2 per 
cane 

The chart also shows a teardrop-shaped decorative piece 
measuring approximately 9 × 5 cm. It can be used as an 
additional fabric embellishment or adapted as a decorative 
backing element. 
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Important: The diagram provides approximate pattern 
dimensions, but the shapes are curved rather than rectangular. 
Trace the illustrated outlines, not simple rectangles. For pieces 
that will be sewn right sides together and turned, cut a 
matching reverse piece as well. The chart's quantities primarily 
identify the visible design pieces. 

The tree trunk is approximately 10 cm long in the cutting 
diagram; its width should be traced from the illustration. 

Preparing your paper templates 

Draw each pattern piece onto paper using the measurements 
above. 

Create gentle curves along the lower edges of the branches 
and a pointed upper section for each piece. 

The top branches should be slightly smaller and more delicate 
than the bottom branches. 

Label each template with its name, fabric color, quantity, and 
seam allowance. 

When drawing your templates, keep the overall tree 
dimensions in mind. The overlapping branches must create a 
balanced triangular silhouette. 

Because the diagram is an illustrated guide rather than a 
calibrated printable template, test the paper pieces together 
before cutting your fabric. 

Step 3: Prepare and Cut the Fabric Pieces ✂️ 

Place your selected cotton fabrics on a clean cutting surface. 

Press the fabric with an iron to remove wrinkles. This helps 
ensure accurate cutting. 
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Arrange your fabrics according to the reference design: 

●​ Red checked cotton: Left upper branch and tree trunk. 
●​ Red dotted cotton: Right upper branch and selected lower 

branches. 
●​ Teal blue cotton: Middle and lower branch sections. 
●​ Green cotton: Middle and bottom branches. 
●​ Cream printed cotton: Right lower-middle branch. 
●​ Red heart-print cotton: Left lower-middle branch. 

Tracing the patterns 

Place each paper template on the wrong side of its 
corresponding fabric. 

Trace around the template using a fabric marking pencil. 

Add a 0.5 cm seam allowance if it is not already included in 
your paper pattern. 

Cut carefully along the marked cutting lines. 

For a dimensional, turned-edge finish, cut two matching fabric 
pieces for each branch section. 

If you prefer flat appliqué, cut one visible piece for each 
section and finish its edges with a narrow zigzag stitch or 
blanket stitch. 

Beginner tip: Keep all cut pieces organized in separate groups. 
Labeling them prevents confusion when assembling the 
Christmas tree. 

Step 4: Sew the Yellow Felt Star ⭐ 

The large yellow star is the centerpiece at the top of your 
Christmas tree. 
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Cut two identical star shapes from yellow felt, each measuring 
approximately 5 × 5 cm. 

Place the two felt stars together with their edges aligned. 

Thread an embroidery needle with yellow or golden 
embroidery floss. 

Begin stitching around the outside edges using a blanket 
stitch or small running stitches. 

Leave an opening of approximately 2 cm. 

Insert a small amount of polyester fiberfill into the star. 

Use a blunt turning tool to gently distribute the stuffing into all 
five points. 

Avoid overstuffing, because the star should remain relatively 
flat. 

Close the opening with matching stitches. 

For a more decorative appearance, sew a second line of tiny 
stitches just inside the outer edge. 

Set the completed star aside until the final assembly. 

Step 5: Sew the Red Top Tree Layers 🎄 

The upper section of the Christmas tree consists of two red 
fabric branches. 

One branch uses red-and-white checked fabric, while the other 
uses red fabric with small white dots. 

Sewing the left branch 

Cut two matching pieces using the 9 × 5 cm top-left template. 
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Place the fabric pieces right sides together. 

Pin around the curved edges. 

Sew around the outside using a 0.5 cm seam allowance, 
leaving a small opening along an edge that will later be hidden. 

Clip small notches into the curved seam allowance without 
cutting the stitching. 

Turn the piece right side out. 

Gently push the curves into shape. 

Press with a warm iron. 

Close the opening with a ladder stitch or by machine if the 
edge will be concealed. 

Sewing the right branch 

Repeat the same process using the red dotted fabric. 

Once both pieces are completed, place them side by side. 

Allow the right branch to overlap the left slightly, following the 
reference illustration. 

Add decorative embroidery around the edges using white or 
golden thread. 

A simple running stitch approximately 0.3 cm from the edge 
creates a beautiful handmade appearance. 

Step 6: Create the Middle Green and Blue Branches 

The next section introduces the green and teal blue fabrics. 

These pieces give the Christmas tree its layered, patchwork 
appearance. 
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Cut the middle-left branch from teal blue cotton and the 
middle-right branch from green cotton. 

Each piece measures approximately 9 × 5.5 cm. 

Sew each branch using the same right-sides-together method 
used for the upper branches. 

Turn the pieces right side out and press. 

Adding decorative snowflakes 

The teal branch in the reference image features a white 
embroidered snowflake. 

To recreate this decoration, use white embroidery floss. 

Begin by stitching three straight lines that intersect at the 
center, creating six arms. 

Add small diagonal stitches near the ends of the arms. 

Keep the design symmetrical. 

Secure the embroidery thread on the reverse side. 

Repeat the snowflake design on other teal sections if desired. 

Decorating the green branch 

Use white, yellow, or light green embroidery floss to create 
small stars or snowflakes. 

You can also add tiny hearts with red thread. 

These embroidered details give the tree a festive, handcrafted 
appearance. 

Sewing tip: Embroider the fabric before completing the 
turned-edge branch whenever possible. This hides the thread 
ends inside the finished piece. 
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Step 7: Sew the Lower Middle Tree Layers 

The lower-middle section uses three colorful fabric pieces. 

According to the cutting chart, each piece measures 
approximately 10 × 5.5 cm. 

Prepare the following: 

1.​Left branch in red heart-print fabric. 
2.​Center branch in green fabric. 
3.​Right branch in cream printed fabric. 

Cut matching backing pieces if using the turned-edge 
construction method. 

Sew around each pair, leaving a small turning opening. 

Clip curved seams, turn right side out, and press. 

Close the openings with invisible hand stitches. 

Attach the decorative buttons 

The green center branch includes a round green button. 

Position the button near the center of the branch. 

Use a hand-sewing needle and matching thread to secure it 
firmly. 

For the second button, choose a nearby green or cream 
branch, following the placement shown in the reference image. 

Stitch through each buttonhole several times. 

Knot the thread securely on the reverse side. 

The buttons serve as decorative ornaments and add dimension 
to the finished tree. 
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If the project will be accessible to young children, replace 
detachable buttons with embroidered circles to avoid 
small-part hazards. 

Step 8: Make the Bottom Tree Layers 

The bottom section is the widest part of the Christmas tree. 

It consists of three fabric branches, each approximately 10 × 
5.5 cm. 

Use the following colors: 

●​ Left branch: Green cotton. 
●​ Center branch: Teal blue cotton. 
●​ Right branch: Red cotton. 

Trace, cut, and sew each branch using the same techniques 
described earlier. 

After turning and pressing the pieces, add decorative running 
stitches around the edges. 

Use white embroidery floss to create additional snowflakes on 
the teal blue fabric. 

Add small embroidered hearts or dots to the green and red 
branches. 

Arrange the bottom branches so they form a wide, gently 
curved base. 

The center branch should overlap the side branches slightly to 
create the layered appearance. 

Before attaching these pieces permanently, check that the 
overall tree remains approximately 24 cm wide. 

Step 9: Make the Red Felt Star Ornaments ⭐ 
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The reference design includes small red star ornaments 
hanging from the branches. 

Cut two matching red felt stars for each ornament. 

Each star measures approximately 4 × 4 cm. 

Place the felt pieces together. 

Use red embroidery floss to sew around the outer edges with a 
blanket stitch. 

Leave a small opening. 

Insert a little polyester fiberfill. 

Close the opening with matching stitches. 

Adding a hanging cord 

Cut approximately 8–10 cm of thin golden cord. 

Fold the cord in half to create a loop. 

Secure the ends to the top of the felt star with several small 
stitches. 

Tie a tiny decorative bow above the star if desired. 

Repeat the process for the second star ornament. 

The finished ornaments should be soft, lightly padded, and 
small enough to hang naturally from the tree branches. 

Step 10: Sew the Round Christmas Ball Ornament 

The red Christmas ball adds another charming detail to the 
design. 

Cut two round pieces of red felt, approximately 3 cm wide. 
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Place the circles together. 

Stitch around the outer edge, leaving a small opening. 

Insert a small amount of polyester fiberfill. 

Close the opening. 

Attach a short piece of golden cord to the top. 

Create a small bow with the remaining cord and sew it securely 
in place. 

For a polished appearance, use tiny, evenly spaced stitches. 

The ornament should maintain a rounded shape without 
becoming overly bulky. 

Step 11: Create the Red and White Candy Canes 🍬 

The reference tree includes two decorative candy canes. 

Each candy cane measures approximately 4 cm wide × 6 cm 
tall, including its curved hook. 

Use red-and-white striped fabric or create the stripes using 
narrow felt strips. 

Cutting the candy cane pieces 

Trace the candy cane template onto your selected fabric. 

Cut two matching shapes for each candy cane. 

Place them right sides together. 

Sew around the edges using a narrow seam allowance, leaving 
an opening along a straight section. 

Because the candy cane has tight curves, use short stitches 
and carefully clip the seam allowance. 
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Turn right side out using a narrow turning tool. 

Add a small amount of polyester fiberfill to create a softly 
padded shape. 

Close the opening with a ladder stitch. 

Finishing the candy cane 

If you are using plain red fabric, sew diagonal white felt strips 
across the surface to imitate peppermint candy stripes. 

Attach a small golden bow near the upper curved section. 

Make a second candy cane using the same process. 

Set both ornaments aside. 

Beginner tip: For very narrow candy canes, a flat felt appliqué 
construction may be easier than turning and stuffing. It will 
also maintain the same festive appearance. 

Step 12: Sew the Miniature Christmas Stocking 🧦 

The small red Christmas stocking hangs near the lower center 
of the tree. 

Cut two matching stocking shapes from red felt, approximately 
5 × 6 cm. 

Place the two pieces together. 

Sew around the outside edges, leaving the upper opening 
unstitched. 

If you want a lightly padded ornament, insert a small amount of 
fiberfill before closing the top. 

Cut a cream felt rectangle approximately 5 cm wide for the 
stocking cuff, adjusting its height to fit your pattern. 
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Fold the cream felt over the top of the stocking. 

Secure it using a running stitch. 

Add decorative stitches around the stocking edges with white 
or golden embroidery floss. 

Attach a small hanging loop to the back of the cuff. 

The stocking should be positioned at a slight angle when 
attached to the tree, matching the reference image. 

Step 13: Sew the Checked Fabric Tree Trunk 

The trunk is a rectangular piece made from red-and-white 
checked fabric. 

The reference cutting pattern shows a length of approximately 
10 cm. 

Cut two matching rectangles using the trunk template. 

Place them right sides together. 

Sew around the edges, leaving a small opening. 

Turn the trunk right side out. 

Press carefully to create neat corners. 

Add a very thin layer of polyester fiberfill if you want a padded 
finish. 

Close the opening. 

Use red embroidery thread to create a decorative running 
stitch around the perimeter. 

The trunk will be attached to the bottom center of the 
Christmas tree during assembly. 
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Step 14: Assemble the Christmas Tree Layers 

This is the most important part of the project. 

Before sewing, arrange all the completed branch sections on a 
flat surface. 

Use the reference image as your placement guide. 

Prepare the backing 

Cut a green fabric or felt backing large enough to support the 
complete tree silhouette. 

For a wall hanging, lightweight interfacing can be added to the 
backing to prevent sagging. 

Lay the backing flat with the right side facing up. 

Arrange the layers 

Begin by positioning the widest bottom branches. 

Place the green branch on the left, teal blue in the center, and 
red on the right. 

Overlap the neighboring edges slightly. 

Position the lower-middle row above them, allowing its lower 
edges to cover the upper edges of the bottom row. 

Arrange the red heart-print branch on the left, green branch in 
the center, and cream branch on the right. 

Continue with the teal and green middle branches. 

Finally, position the two red upper branches. 

The branch tips should overlap naturally, creating a full 
Christmas tree shape. 
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Check the final shape 

Step back and examine the arrangement. 

Make sure the tree is balanced and the colors are evenly 
distributed. 

Adjust the overlap until the finished shape measures 
approximately 30 cm tall × 24 cm wide, including the top star 
and trunk. 

The exact overlap will depend on the shape of your traced 
templates. 

Sew the branches in place 

Pin or baste the layers onto the backing. 

Starting with the bottom row, secure the branches using small 
hand stitches or a sewing machine. 

Work upward, stitching each new row in place. 

Whenever possible, sew along the upper edges or underneath 
overlapping sections so the attachment stitches remain 
hidden. 

Leave the decorative lower edges free where appropriate. This 
creates the soft, layered appearance shown in the reference 
design. 

Trim the backing neatly to follow the finished tree silhouette, or 
finish the backing edges before assembly. 

Step 15: Attach the Christmas Ornaments 

Once the tree layers are secure, begin arranging the decorative 
ornaments. 
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Place the red felt stars near the upper-right and lower-left 
branches. 

Position the red Christmas ball on the left side of the tree. 

Attach one candy cane near the upper-left branches and 
another near the right side. 

Place the miniature stocking near the lower center. 

Securing the decorations 

Use small hand stitches to attach each ornament. 

For hanging ornaments, stitch the decorative cord directly to 
the fabric branches. 

For ornaments without loops, sew through the back of the felt 
and into the tree fabric. 

Avoid pulling the thread too tightly, as this may distort the 
branches. 

If desired, use a tiny amount of fabric glue to hold the 
ornaments temporarily while sewing. 

For a durable Christmas decoration, stitching is recommended 
as the primary attachment method. 

Step 16: Attach the Trunk and Top Star 

Position the checked fabric trunk at the bottom center of the 
tree. 

The trunk should extend slightly below the lowest branches. 

Use matching thread to sew the upper part of the trunk 
securely to the backing. 

Keep the stitches small and discreet. 
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Next, place the yellow felt star at the top of the Christmas tree. 

Center the star directly above the two red upper branches. 

Allow the bottom point of the star to overlap the upper 
branches slightly. 

Sew the star in place using small hand stitches around its 
lower points. 

For extra stability, add a few hidden stitches through the 
center of the star. 

The tree now has its complete Christmas silhouette. 

Step 17: Add the Final Decorative Embroidery ✨ 

The reference design uses decorative stitching to give the tree 
a detailed, handmade finish. 

This step is optional, but it greatly enhances the finished 
appearance. 

Running stitch 

The running stitch creates a simple dashed line. 

Bring the needle up through the fabric, insert it a short 
distance away, and repeat. 

Use this stitch around the branch edges and trunk. 

Blanket stitch 

The blanket stitch is ideal for felt ornaments. 

It creates a neat decorative edge while holding two felt pieces 
together. 

Keep the stitches evenly spaced for a consistent finish. 
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Backstitch 

Backstitch creates a continuous line. 

Use it for embroidered outlines, small hearts, and decorative 
details. 

French knots 

French knots can imitate tiny berries, snowflakes, or festive 
dots. 

Wrap the embroidery floss around the needle once or twice, 
then insert the needle close to the original entry point. 

Pull the thread through carefully to form a small knot. 

Snowflake embroidery 

Use white embroidery floss to stitch snowflakes on the teal 
blue branches. 

Create intersecting straight lines and add small diagonal 
branches. 

Vary the snowflake sizes slightly for a natural appearance. 

Final inspection 

Examine the entire Christmas tree. 

Trim loose threads. 

Check that every ornament is securely attached. 

Adjust any uneven branches. 

Lightly press the tree from the reverse side using a pressing 
cloth, avoiding direct pressure on padded ornaments and 
buttons. 
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Step 18: Finish the Back of the Christmas Tree 

The reference chart includes both front and back views. 

The front features colorful patchwork fabrics and festive 
ornaments. 

The back shows a simple green Christmas tree silhouette with 
layered branches. 

To recreate this appearance, use green fabric or felt for the 
reverse side. 

If the backing was already attached during assembly, finish 
any exposed edges neatly with hand stitches. 

If you are adding a separate back layer, trace the completed 
tree silhouette onto green fabric, cut it with a suitable edge 
allowance, and stitch it to the reverse side without catching the 
hanging ornaments. 

For a wall decoration, attach a ribbon loop near the top of the 
backing. 

Secure the ribbon with several reinforced stitches. 

Make sure the hanging loop is centered so the Christmas tree 
hangs straight. 

Step 19: Display Your Handmade Christmas Tree 🎄 

Your Christmas Tree Felt and Fabric Appliqué is now complete! 

This decorative project can be used in several creative ways. 

Hang it on a wall as part of your Christmas decorations. 

Attach it to an interior door for a cheerful seasonal accent. 

Use it as a decorative element in a sewing room or craft corner. 
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It can also be made as a thoughtful handmade Christmas gift 
for friends and family. 

For a coordinated holiday collection, use the same fabrics to 
create matching stockings, ornaments, table decorations, or 
fabric gift bags. 

If you want to make a larger version, enlarge every pattern 
piece by the same percentage and increase the backing 
accordingly. 

Step 20: Helpful Sewing Tips for Beginners 

Choose easy-to-sew fabrics. Quilting cotton and craft felt are 
excellent materials for beginners because they are easy to cut 
and handle. 

Maintain consistent seam allowances. Using a 0.5 cm seam 
allowance helps the individual pieces fit together more 
accurately. 

Avoid excessive stuffing. The ornaments should be softly 
padded rather than firm or bulky. 

Press after sewing. Pressing each fabric piece improves the 
shape and creates a cleaner finish. 

Use matching thread. Matching thread blends into the fabric, 
while contrasting embroidery floss highlights decorative 
details. 

Check the layout before stitching. Arrange every branch and 
ornament before permanently attaching anything. 

Work slowly around curves. Short machine stitches or careful 
hand stitches help maintain smooth, rounded branch edges. 

https://creative.craftsforlove.com/


https://creative.craftsforlove.com/ - SEE THE BEST PATTERNS 

Secure all embellishments. Buttons, cords, and ornaments 
should be firmly stitched, especially if the decoration will be 
stored and reused every Christmas. 

Finished Christmas Tree Pattern: Final Project 
Checklist 

Your sewing progress 

0 of 9 completed 

All fabric branches have been cut and sewn. 
The yellow felt star is complete. 
The red felt stars and Christmas ball are stuffed and stitched. 
Both candy canes and the miniature stocking are finished. 
Decorative buttons and snowflake embroidery are attached. 
The tree branches are assembled in overlapping rows. 
The checked fabric trunk is attached. 
The backing and hanging loop are secure. 
Loose threads have been trimmed and the final shape 
checked. 

Conclusion: Enjoy Your Handmade Fabric Christmas 
Tree 

The Christmas Tree Felt and Fabric Appliqué Tutorial Pattern is 
a wonderful project for anyone who enjoys sewing, quilting 
cotton, felt crafts, and handmade holiday decorations. 

By following these detailed instructions, you can transform 
simple pieces of colorful fabric into a beautiful layered 
Christmas tree featuring embroidered snowflakes, padded felt 
stars, candy canes, buttons, a miniature stocking, and a 
charming checked fabric trunk. 
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The combination of fabric appliqué, hand embroidery, 
decorative stitching, and simple sewing techniques makes this 
project suitable for beginners while still offering creative 
possibilities for experienced crafters. 

With a finished size of approximately 30 × 24 cm, this 
Christmas tree is a lovely addition to your seasonal 
decorations and a meaningful handmade gift. 

Most importantly, you can personalize the project with your 
favorite Christmas fabrics, embroidery colors, and ornaments 
while preserving the original design. 

Happy sewing, and Merry Christmas! 🎄🧵❤️ 
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