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Crochet-Style Yarn Pumpkin Pattern – 
Complete Step-by-Step Fall Decoration 
Tutorial 🎃🍂 
The Crochet-Style Yarn Pumpkin Pattern is a beautiful autumn 
craft that combines colorful yarn, rustic textures, handmade 
crochet leaves, and simple decorative techniques. This 
charming pumpkin is perfect for decorating a farmhouse table, 
fall mantel, Thanksgiving centerpiece, or cozy seasonal corner 
of your home. 
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One of the most appealing features of this project is its 
combination of warm fall colors. Shades of burnt orange, 
mustard yellow, cream, olive green, and dusty rose create a 
rich, striped appearance. A natural wooden stem, wrapped with 
jute twine, completes the rustic design, while three crocheted 
leaves add a lovely handmade finishing touch. 

Although the finished pumpkin looks like an elaborate crochet 
creation, the pumpkin body is actually made by wrapping yarn 
around a foam pumpkin. Only the decorative leaves require 
crochet stitches. This makes the project accessible to 
beginners who are still learning crochet while offering 
experienced crafters an opportunity to experiment with colors, 
textures, and embellishments. 

This complete tutorial follows the eight construction stages 
and three leaf designs shown in the reference chart. All 
crochet instructions use U.S. terminology, with additional 
explanations to help beginners complete the project from start 
to finish. 

Step 1: Gather Your Materials and Learn the Basic 
Crochet Stitches 🧶 

Before starting, organize your materials on a clean work 
surface. Keeping your yarn separated by color will make the 
wrapping process easier and help you achieve the evenly 
striped appearance shown in the tutorial. 

Materials needed 

For the pumpkin body: 

●​ 1 foam pumpkin, approximately 18–22 cm (7–8.7 inches) 
in diameter 

●​ Medium-weight yarn (Category 4, worsted weight) 
●​ Burnt orange yarn 
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●​ Mustard yellow yarn 
●​ Cream or ivory yarn 
●​ Olive green yarn 
●​ Dusty rose yarn 
●​ Rust-colored yarn 
●​ 1 small wooden stick for the stem, approximately 8–12 cm 

long 
●​ Natural jute twine 
●​ Scissors 
●​ Yarn needle 
●​ Craft glue or a low-temperature hot glue gun 
●​ Measuring tape 

For the crochet leaves: 

●​ Small amounts of olive green, golden yellow, and burnt 
orange yarn 

●​ Crochet hook, approximately 4.0–5.0 mm 
●​ Brown embroidery yarn for leaf veins 
●​ Yarn needle 
●​ Stitch markers, optional 
●​ Pins for shaping and blocking, optional 

Understanding the crochet abbreviations 

The reference chart uses common American crochet 
abbreviations. 

Abbrevia
tion 

U.S. crochet 
term 

Description 

ch Chain Foundation 
stitch 
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sl st Slip stitch Joining and 
finishing 

sc Single 
crochet 

Short, firm 
stitch 

hdc Half double 
crochet 

Medium-height 
stitch 

dc Double 
crochet 

Taller stitch 

tr Treble 
crochet 

Extra-tall stitch 

st Stitch One completed 
stitch 

sts Stitches Multiple 
stitches 

FO Fasten off Finish the 
crochet work 

How to make the basic stitches 
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Chain (ch): Make a slip knot on your hook. Yarn over and pull 
the yarn through the loop. Repeat until you have the required 
number of chains. 

Slip stitch (sl st): Insert the hook into the indicated stitch, yarn 
over, and pull the yarn through both the stitch and the loop 
already on your hook. 

Single crochet (sc): Insert the hook into the stitch, yarn over, 
and pull up a loop. Yarn over again and pull through both 
loops on the hook. 

Half double crochet (hdc): Yarn over, insert the hook into the 
stitch, yarn over, and pull up a loop. Yarn over and pull through 
all three loops. 

Double crochet (dc): Yarn over, insert the hook into the stitch, 
yarn over, and pull up a loop. Yarn over and pull through two 
loops, then yarn over and pull through the remaining two 
loops. 

Treble crochet (tr): Yarn over twice, insert the hook into the 
stitch, yarn over, and pull up a loop. Yarn over and pull through 
two loops three times. 

These stitches create different heights, allowing you to form 
the pointed and rounded edges of the decorative autumn 
leaves. 

Step 2: Prepare the Pumpkin Base 🎃 

The first construction stage is preparing the foam pumpkin 
that will support the yarn covering. 

1. Choose your pumpkin. 

Select a foam pumpkin measuring approximately 18–22 cm 
across. A pumpkin with clearly defined vertical grooves works 
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especially well because these curves help guide the yarn from 
the top to the bottom. 

A white foam pumpkin is ideal because the pale surface is less 
noticeable beneath lighter yarn colors. 

2. Inspect the surface. 

Check that the pumpkin is clean, dry, and free of loose foam 
pieces. Remove any existing decorative stem if it interferes 
with your planned wooden stem. 

3. Locate the top and bottom centers. 

Identify the depression at the top and the center of the 
underside. 

These points will serve as the main attachment areas for your 
yarn strands. 

4. Prepare the stem opening. 

If the foam pumpkin has a suitable opening at the top, leave it 
accessible. Otherwise, carefully create a shallow opening large 
enough to hold the wooden stem securely. 

Do not insert the stem permanently yet. It is easier to wrap the 
pumpkin before attaching the final decorative stem. 

5. Plan your color arrangement. 

Arrange your yarn balls in the following order: 

Cream → mustard yellow → burnt orange → olive green → 
dusty rose → rust. 

You can repeat this sequence around the pumpkin or vary the 
order to create a more natural, handmade appearance. 
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The reference design uses irregular groups of colored strands 
rather than perfectly equal stripes. 

Step 3: Cut and Organize the Yarn Strands ✂️ 

The second stage in the reference chart involves preparing 
long strands of yarn to cover the pumpkin. 

Cutting the yarn 

Cut several strands approximately 60–70 cm (24–28 inches) 
long, as indicated in the reference. 

This is a starting estimate rather than a universal 
measurement. The required length depends on the pumpkin's 
actual circumference, grooves, and how the strands are 
secured. 

To determine a more accurate length: 

1.​Place the end of a measuring tape at the top center. 
2.​Follow one groove down the pumpkin's side. 
3.​Continue underneath and up the opposite side. 
4.​Return to the top center. 
5.​Add approximately 5–10 cm for securing the ends. 

For a larger pumpkin, you may need longer strands. 

Organizing the colors 

Cut an initial group of approximately 10–15 strands per color. 

Keep the strands in separate bundles to prevent tangling. 

You will probably need additional strands as you work. The 
total number depends on the yarn thickness, pumpkin size, 
and how closely you position the strands. 

Helpful preparation tip 
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Avoid stretching the yarn while measuring it. 

Yarn that is stretched during installation can contract 
afterward, creating uneven tension or exposing the foam 
beneath. 

Step 4: Attach the First Yarn Strand to the Pumpkin 

The third stage begins the actual yarn covering. 

Position the first strand 

Choose a cream-colored strand to start. 

Place one end at the top center of the pumpkin, close to the 
stem opening. 

Secure the end with a small amount of craft glue or 
low-temperature hot glue. 

Allow the adhesive to hold before moving the yarn. 

Follow the pumpkin's curve 

Guide the yarn down one vertical groove toward the bottom. 

Keep it flat against the surface without pulling it excessively 
tight. 

Continue the strand underneath the pumpkin and, if the length 
allows, bring it up the opposite side toward the top. 

Secure the finishing end near the stem opening. 

Alternatively, you can anchor each strand at the top and 
bottom separately. 

Maintain consistent tension 

The yarn should lie smoothly against the pumpkin. 
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If it is too loose, it may shift out of place. If it is too tight, it may 
sink into the foam or distort the surface. 

Use a small amount of glue at the top and bottom, adding tiny 
hidden spots along the sides only when necessary. 

Important: Hot glue can melt some types of craft foam. Test it 
on an inconspicuous area first, use a low-temperature setting, 
or choose a foam-safe craft adhesive. 

Step 5: Cover the Entire Pumpkin with Colorful Yarn 🌈 

This corresponds to stages four and five of the reference 
chart. 

The objective is to cover the entire pumpkin with closely 
arranged strands while preserving its natural rounded shape. 

Continue adding strands 

Position a second yarn strand beside the first. 

Follow the same top-to-bottom direction and keep both strands 
parallel. 

Continue adding strands until you have a narrow 
cream-colored section. 

Change to mustard yellow and repeat. 

Next, introduce burnt orange, olive green, dusty rose, and 
rust-colored yarn. 

Create the striped appearance 

For a result similar to the reference image, alternate the width 
of the color sections. 

For example: 
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●​ Cream: 5–7 strands 
●​ Mustard yellow: 4–6 strands 
●​ Burnt orange: 6–8 strands 
●​ Olive green: 5–7 strands 
●​ Dusty rose: 4–6 strands 
●​ Rust: 5–7 strands 

These quantities are suggested starting points, not fixed 
counts from the chart. Adjust them to suit the pumpkin's size 
and your yarn. 

Work around the pumpkin 

Rotate the pumpkin as you add each new group of strands. 

Keep the strands close together, particularly around the widest 
part of the pumpkin. 

Pay attention to the top and bottom, where the strands 
naturally converge. 

Small overlaps in these areas are acceptable because they 
help conceal the underlying foam. 

Check the coverage 

When you believe the pumpkin is fully covered, inspect it from 
every angle. 

Look for exposed foam, loose strands, uneven color sections, 
or gaps near the base. 

Add individual strands wherever necessary. 

Finish the yarn covering 

Secure all remaining yarn ends at the top or bottom with small 
amounts of glue. 

Trim any loose fibers carefully. 
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The finished pumpkin should have a soft, colorful surface with 
clearly visible vertical yarn lines. 

Step 6: Make and Attach the Rustic Wooden Stem 🌿 

The sixth stage adds the natural wooden stem. 

This detail gives the pumpkin its farmhouse-inspired 
appearance. 

Prepare the wooden stick 

Choose a small, dry wooden stick approximately 8–12 cm long 
and 1–2 cm thick. 

The reference image uses a rustic stick with natural bark. 

Trim the lower end so that it fits securely into the opening at 
the top of the pumpkin. 

Remove any sharp splinters. 

Wrap the stem with jute twine 

Cut approximately 30–50 cm of jute twine. 

Apply a small amount of glue near the lower section of the 
wooden stick. 

Attach one end of the twine and wrap it around the stem 
several times. 

Keep the wraps close together to create a thick, textured band. 

Secure the end with another small amount of glue. 

Insert the stem 

Apply foam-safe adhesive inside the opening at the top of the 
pumpkin. 
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Carefully insert the wooden stick. 

Hold it upright until the adhesive begins to set. 

The stem should remain tall enough to be visible above the 
decorative leaves. 

Add a rustic bow 

Cut another piece of jute twine approximately 25–35 cm long. 

Tie a small bow around the base of the stem. 

Leave the ends hanging naturally over the pumpkin. 

Do not tighten the bow so much that it pulls the yarn covering 
out of position. 

Step 7: Crochet the Large Green Autumn Leaf 🍃 

The reference chart includes three crochet leaf designs. 

The large green leaf begins with 14 chains and uses a 
combination of short and tall stitches to create its outline. 

The written instructions below preserve the stitch sequences 
shown in the chart. Because the chart provides a simplified 
outline rather than a fully counted stitch diagram, the 
additional joining and shaping details are practical 
construction guidance. 

Large green leaf pattern 

Foundation: 

With olive green yarn, make: 

Ch 14 

Row 1: First side 
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Starting in the second chain from the hook, work: 

sc, hdc, dc, 2 tr, dc, hdc, sc, sl st 

The two treble crochets create a taller section, giving the leaf a 
wider middle. 

After completing this sequence, five foundation chains remain 
available for additional shaping. 

Shape the first pointed tip 

Work into the next available chain: 

(sc, ch 2, sl st) in the same chain. 

This creates a small pointed lobe. 

Work a slip stitch in each remaining foundation chain toward 
the end. 

Work around the end 

At the final foundation chain, make a small turning group: 

(sc, ch 2, sc) in the same chain. 

Rotate the work so that you can crochet along the opposite 
side of the foundation chain. 

Opposite side 

The chart indicates the following stitch sequence: 

sc, hdc, dc, 2 tr, dc, hdc, sc 

Work this sequence along the available opposite-side chain 
loops, spacing stitches as needed. 

Finish with a slip stitch near the base. 
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Create additional leaf lobes 

To give the leaf a fuller maple-inspired appearance, you can 
add small pointed lobes along the outer edges. 

Attach the yarn to a suitable edge stitch. 

Work: 

sc, hdc, dc, ch 2, sl st 

Fasten off. 

Repeat on other edge sections, adjusting the size of the lobes 
to maintain symmetry. 

These optional lobes help reproduce the decorative silhouette 
shown in the reference photograph. 

Finish the green leaf 

Fasten off and weave in the loose ends. 

Gently flatten the leaf with your fingers. 

If needed, lightly dampen and block it to establish the desired 
shape. 

Add embroidered veins 

Thread a yarn needle with brown embroidery yarn. 

Create one central vein running from the stem area toward the 
main tip. 

Add diagonal veins extending toward the side lobes. 

Use short, even embroidery stitches. 

The dark veins will make the leaf look more realistic and help 
emphasize its shape. 
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Step 8: Crochet the Medium Yellow Autumn Leaf 🍁 

The medium yellow leaf is smaller than the green leaf and uses 
a foundation of 12 chains. 

The reference chart gives the following sequence: 

sc, hdc, dc, tr, dc, hdc, sc, sl st 

The same sequence is repeated on the opposite side. 

Foundation 

With mustard yellow yarn: 

Ch 12 

Row 1: First side 

Starting in the second chain from the hook, work: 

sc, hdc, dc, tr, dc, hdc, sc, sl st 

Three foundation chains remain. 

Work a slip stitch into each of the next two chains. 

In the final chain, work: 

(sc, ch 2, sc) 

This forms a small pointed end and prepares the work for the 
opposite side. 

Opposite side 

Turn the work around the foundation chain. 

Work the following sequence along the opposite side: 

sc, hdc, dc, tr, dc, hdc, sc, sl st 
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Place the stitches evenly and keep the fabric flat. 

Create the leaf shape 

The basic stitch sequence produces an elongated leaf. 

To achieve the lobed appearance shown in the reference 
image, add several small decorative points. 

At selected edge stitches, work: 

sl st, ch 2, sc, sl st 

Space these points around the leaf. 

You can create two or three small lobes on each side. 

Fasten off 

Cut the yarn, leaving a tail approximately 10–15 cm long. 

Pull the tail through the final loop and tighten. 

Use the yarn needle to weave in the ends. 

Add the leaf veins 

Thread the yarn needle with brown embroidery yarn. 

Embroider a central line from the bottom to the tip. 

Add smaller diagonal lines toward the outer edges. 

Keep the stitches relaxed so that the leaf remains flat. 

The finished yellow leaf should be smaller than the green leaf 
and have a soft, warm golden appearance. 

Step 9: Crochet the Small Orange Autumn Leaf 🍂 

The third leaf is the smallest decorative element. 
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The reference chart begins with 10 chains and uses the 
following stitch sequence: 

sc, hdc, dc, hdc, sc, sl st 

This compact pattern creates a smaller, rounded leaf that 
complements the two larger pieces. 

Foundation 

Using burnt orange yarn: 

Ch 10 

Row 1: First side 

Starting in the second chain from the hook, work: 

sc, hdc, dc, hdc, sc, sl st 

Three foundation chains remain. 

Work a slip stitch into each of the next two chains. 

In the final chain, work: 

(sc, ch 2, sc) 

Opposite side 

Rotate the work. 

Along the opposite side of the foundation chain, work: 

sc, hdc, dc, hdc, sc, sl st 

Keep the stitches even. 

Shape the edges 
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For a more detailed autumn-leaf appearance, add small points 
along the edges. 

Attach the yarn to an outer stitch. 

Work: 

sc, ch 2, sl st 

Repeat at two or three additional locations. 

These points should be smaller than those used for the green 
and yellow leaves. 

Fasten off 

Cut the yarn and secure the final loop. 

Weave in all loose ends. 

Gently shape the leaf with your fingers. 

Embroider the veins 

Use brown embroidery yarn to create a central vein. 

Add two or three short diagonal veins on either side. 

Because this leaf is small, avoid adding too many embroidery 
stitches. 

The finished orange leaf should be compact, textured, and 
slightly pointed. 

Step 10: Arrange and Attach the Crochet Leaves 

The eighth stage of the reference chart shows the leaves 
attached around the wooden stem. 

The green leaf sits toward the back, while the yellow leaf 
extends across the front-right area. 
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The smaller orange leaf can be positioned underneath or 
beside the larger leaves to create additional depth. 

Arrange the leaves before attaching 

Place the pumpkin on a flat surface. 

Position the large green leaf behind the wooden stem. 

Angle it slightly upward so that its pointed lobes remain 
visible. 

Next, position the medium yellow leaf near the front of the 
stem. 

Allow part of the yellow leaf to overlap the green leaf. 

Finally, place the small orange leaf near the base of the 
arrangement. 

Experiment with the positioning until the leaves appear 
balanced. 

Attach the leaves 

Use a small amount of foam-safe craft glue or suitable 
adhesive near the base of each leaf. 

Press the leaves gently into place. 

Avoid gluing the entire leaf surface. Leaving the tips free 
creates a more natural three-dimensional appearance. 

For a removable arrangement, sew the leaves to the jute 
wrapping instead of gluing them directly to the pumpkin. 

Add the final bow 

Adjust the jute bow around the stem. 
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Allow the loose ends to fall naturally over the yarn-covered 
surface. 

Trim the ends to the desired length. 

Step 11: Final Shaping and Finishing Touches ✨ 

Your colorful yarn pumpkin is almost complete. 

Take a few minutes to inspect the entire decoration. 

Check the yarn surface 

Rotate the pumpkin slowly and examine the colored sections. 

Make sure that all strands remain close together. 

If you notice a gap, add another matching yarn strand. 

Secure any loose ends with a small amount of glue. 

Adjust the crochet leaves 

Gently bend and shape the leaves with your fingers. 

The large green leaf should rise slightly behind the stem. 

The yellow and orange leaves can rest closer to the pumpkin 
surface. 

If the leaves curl excessively, lightly dampen them and allow 
them to dry flat before reattaching. 

Check the stem 

Make sure the wooden stick is firmly attached. 

If it moves, add a little more adhesive at its base and allow it to 
cure according to the manufacturer's instructions. 

Clean the finished project 
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Remove loose yarn fibers, stray threads, and visible glue 
residue. 

Use a soft brush or your fingers to smooth the surface. 

Your finished pumpkin should feature: 

●​ A completely yarn-covered body with vertical 
autumn-colored stripes 

●​ A rustic wooden stem 
●​ Natural jute twine wrapped around the stem 
●​ A large green crocheted leaf 
●​ A medium yellow crocheted leaf 
●​ A small orange crocheted leaf 
●​ Brown embroidered leaf veins 

Step 12: How to Display and Care for Your Handmade 
Yarn Pumpkin 🏡 

The finished Crochet-Style Yarn Pumpkin makes a beautiful 
addition to seasonal home décor. 

Place it in the center of a dining table with a few smaller 
pumpkins, dried leaves, and pinecones. 

You can also display it on a mantel, entryway shelf, or covered 
porch protected from moisture. 

For a Thanksgiving arrangement, combine the pumpkin with 
cream-colored candles, wooden accents, and natural greenery. 
Use battery-operated candles rather than placing open flames 
close to the yarn or foam. 

Caring for your pumpkin 

Keep the decoration away from direct sunlight, excessive heat, 
and damp conditions. 
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To remove dust, use a soft brush or a vacuum with a gentle 
upholstery attachment. 

Avoid soaking the pumpkin because moisture may weaken the 
adhesive or damage the foam base. 

After the fall season, store the decoration in a clean cardboard 
box. 

Wrap it loosely in tissue paper to protect the crochet leaves 
from bending. 

With proper care, your handmade yarn pumpkin can be reused 
for several autumn seasons. 

Frequently Asked Questions About the Crochet-Style 
Yarn Pumpkin Pattern 

Is the entire pumpkin crocheted? 

No. The pumpkin body is created by wrapping strands of yarn 
around a foam pumpkin. Only the decorative leaves are 
crocheted. This is the same construction method 
demonstrated in the reference chart. 

What is the best yarn for this project? 

Medium-weight Category 4 acrylic or cotton yarn works well. 
Acrylic is lightweight and widely available, while cotton 
provides a slightly firmer texture. Using yarns of similar 
thickness helps produce even coverage. 

Can I make this pumpkin without a foam base? 

Yes. You can sew a fabric pumpkin, fill it with polyester fiberfill, 
and wrap the yarn around the stuffed shape. A firm, 
well-shaped base gives the best results. 

How much yarn will I need? 
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The amount depends on the pumpkin size, yarn thickness, and 
strand spacing. For an 18–22 cm pumpkin, a combined total of 
approximately 100–200 g of medium-weight yarn is a 
reasonable starting allowance, although actual consumption 
may vary. 

Can beginners make the crochet leaves? 

Yes. The leaves use basic U.S. crochet stitches, including 
chain, slip stitch, single crochet, half double crochet, double 
crochet, and treble crochet. Beginners should practice the 
individual stitches before working on the leaf shapes. 

Why do my crochet leaves curl? 

Curling may occur when stitches are worked too tightly or 
when too many stitches are placed in one area. Try using a 
slightly larger hook, adjusting stitch spacing, or blocking the 
finished leaves. 

Can I change the colors? 

Absolutely. Traditional orange and cream, neutral beige and 
brown, or even pastel shades can create beautiful variations. 
The construction technique remains the same. 

Is hot glue necessary? 

No. Foam-safe craft glue is a suitable alternative. If using hot 
glue, choose a low-temperature glue gun and test it first 
because some foam materials are sensitive to heat. 

Conclusion: Create a Beautiful Handmade Fall Pumpkin 

The Crochet-Style Yarn Pumpkin Pattern is a rewarding 
seasonal project that brings together colorful yarn wrapping, 
basic crochet techniques, and rustic decorative details. 
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By following the construction stages—from preparing the foam 
base and attaching the yarn strands to creating the wooden 
stem and crocheting three autumn leaves—you can make a 
charming fall decoration inspired by the reference design. 

The best part is that every pumpkin can be unique. Experiment 
with different yarn combinations, leaf sizes, and rustic 
embellishments to create a handmade decoration that suits 
your home. 

Whether you display it for Thanksgiving, use it as a farmhouse 
centerpiece, or give it as a thoughtful handmade gift, this 
colorful yarn pumpkin is a lovely way to celebrate autumn with 
creativity and warmth. 🎃🍁 
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