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Sofa Armrest Organizer Sewing Tutorial 
This Sofa Armrest Organizer is a practical patchwork sewing 
project designed to keep everyday items such as a TV remote, 
reading glasses, a small notebook, or other lightweight 
accessories close at hand. The design combines patchwork, 
quilting, appliqué, fabric yo-yos, lace trim, and gathered ruffles 
in one decorative organizer. 

https://creative.craftsforlove.com/


https://creative.craftsforlove.com/ - SEE THE BEST PATTERNS 

The finished organizer shown in the tutorial measures 
approximately 43 cm wide × 58 cm high (about 17 × 23 inches). 
The measurements below are given primarily in centimeters to 
stay consistent with the original tutorial graphic. 

For the closest result, use 100% quilting cotton in coordinating 
pink, floral, gingham, and polka-dot prints. Prewash and press 
the fabrics before cutting, especially if the organizer may 
eventually be washed. 

1. Gather the Materials ✂️ 

Before cutting, prepare all your fabrics and sewing supplies. 
Using several coordinating prints will create the soft 
patchwork appearance seen in the original project. 

You will need: 

●​ Several pieces of 100% cotton quilting fabric in 
coordinating prints 

●​ Quilt batting 
●​ Fabric for the backing/lining 
●​ Fabric for the front pocket 
●​ Approximately 45 cm of cotton lace trim 
●​ Fabric strips for the gathered ruffle 
●​ 3 buttons for the yo-yo flowers 
●​ Small pieces of fabric or felt for the cow appliqué 
●​ Small floral scraps for the heart, flowers, and leaves 
●​ Coordinating sewing thread 
●​ Embroidery thread if decorative hand stitching is desired 
●​ Sewing machine 
●​ Quilting needle or universal sewing needle 
●​ Hand-sewing needle 
●​ Pins or sewing clips 
●​ Fabric scissors 
●​ Rotary cutter and cutting mat 
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●​ Quilting ruler 
●​ Fabric marking pen 
●​ Iron and ironing board 

A ¼-inch quilting foot can be useful when piecing the 
patchwork, although a regular presser foot also works. For 
appliqué, use a short straight stitch, blanket stitch, or narrow 
zigzag according to the finish you prefer. 

2. Cut the Main Organizer Pieces 

Begin by cutting the three layers that form the body of the 
organizer. 

Cut the completed patchwork front panel to 43 × 58 cm. You 
will also need one backing/lining piece measuring 43 × 58 cm 
and one batting piece measuring approximately 43 × 58 cm. 

For beginners, it can be helpful to cut the batting slightly larger 
than the front panel and trim it after quilting. This prevents 
small shifts during quilting from leaving an uncovered edge. 

For the front pocket, cut one outer pocket piece and one lining 
piece measuring approximately 26 × 22 cm each, following the 
proportions shown in the graphic. 

Cut the ruffle strips according to the tutorial graphic. The 
illustrated project uses long strips that are joined together to 
create enough gathered fabric to travel around the outer edge. 
If your sofa arm or organizer dimensions differ, measure the 
perimeter before cutting the final ruffle length. 

Also prepare the scraps required for the cow, heart, flowers, 
leaves, stems, and yo-yo decorations. 

Press every piece before continuing. Accurate pressing makes 
patchwork assembly considerably easier. 

https://creative.craftsforlove.com/


https://creative.craftsforlove.com/ - SEE THE BEST PATTERNS 

3. Sew the Patchwork Front Panel 

The main decorative panel is created from rectangles and 
squares rather than from one solid fabric. 

Arrange your pink fabrics on a flat surface before sewing. 
Alternate floral prints, gingham, polka dots, and solid or 
textured pink fabrics so identical prints are not concentrated in 
one area. 

The tutorial shows example patchwork sections around 10 × 10 
cm and 13 × 10 cm, although the dimensions can be adjusted 
slightly to obtain the final 43 × 58 cm panel. 

First join individual pieces into horizontal or vertical units. 
Place two pieces right sides together and sew with a 
consistent seam allowance. Press the seam after each 
addition. 

When several smaller units are complete, sew them together to 
form larger rows. Carefully match intersections where 
possible. 

Continue assembling the rows until you have a complete 
rectangular front approximately 43 × 58 cm. 

Press the entire patchwork panel from both sides. Avoid 
aggressively sliding the iron across the fabric because this 
can distort the patchwork. 

Check the finished dimensions and square the panel with a 
quilting ruler. 

4. Make the Fabric Yo-Yo Flowers 🌸 

The three-dimensional flowers are one of the organizer's most 
distinctive decorations. 
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For each large yo-yo, cut a fabric circle approximately 10 cm in 
diameter, as indicated in the tutorial. A circle template helps 
keep all three decorations consistent. 

Thread a hand-sewing needle and make a running stitch 
around the entire raw edge of the circle. Keep the stitches 
relatively even. 

Once you return to the starting point, gently pull the thread. 
The fabric will gather toward the center and form a small fabric 
rosette. 

Flatten and arrange the gathers until they are distributed 
evenly. 

Secure the thread with several small stitches and a knot. 

Place a button over the center opening and sew it firmly 
through the yo-yo. Repeat until you have three fabric yo-yo 
flowers. 

Do not attach them to the organizer yet. Keeping dimensional 
decorations off the panel during quilting makes the main 
assembly easier to handle. 

5. Create the Heart Appliqué ❤️ 

Choose a small floral print that contrasts with the pink 
background. 

Trace a symmetrical heart onto the wrong side of the fabric or 
onto fusible web if you prefer fusible appliqué. 

Cut the heart carefully. If using fusible web, follow its 
manufacturer's instructions to fuse the shape onto the 
upper-right area of the organizer. 
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The heart should sit comfortably inside its patchwork block 
without touching the surrounding seams. 

Stitch around the outside using a small appliqué stitch, blanket 
stitch, or narrow machine zigzag. 

For a slightly dimensional heart, you can place a very thin 
layer of batting behind it before stitching. 

6. Make the Flower and Leaf Appliqué 🌿 

The lower-left portion of the organizer features a delicate 
flower arrangement. 

Cut the flower head, green leaf, and stem pieces from small 
fabric scraps. Arrange them on the panel before permanently 
attaching anything. 

The stem can be created from a narrow folded fabric strip, 
embroidery, bias strip, or another appliqué technique. 

Position the leaf beside the stem and place the flower at the 
upper end. 

Secure the shapes using an appliqué stitch around their 
edges. 

A contrasting embroidery thread can be used to add leaf veins 
and other small decorative details. 

Keep these embellishments relatively flat because this portion 
of the organizer rests against the sofa. 

7. Prepare the Cow Appliqué 🐄 

The cow occupies the lower-right section and is assembled 
from several separate shapes. 
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Prepare templates for the head, muzzle, ears, horns, body, 
legs, feet, and circular body patch. Use pink gingham, deeper 
pink prints, cream fabric, peach fabric for the muzzle, and 
brown scraps for the hooves to recreate the look shown in the 
tutorial. 

Build the cow in layers. 

Start with the pieces that sit underneath other shapes. The 
body should normally be positioned before the head, and the 
ears and horns should be arranged so their inner ends 
disappear beneath the head. 

Once the overall placement looks correct, temporarily secure 
the pieces with fusible web, fabric glue intended for appliqué, 
or pins. 

Sew around each piece with a short appliqué stitch. A straight 
stitch close to the raw edge produces the handcrafted 
appearance shown in the project. 

Attach the muzzle over the lower portion of the face. 

Small buttons can create the nostril details. For the eyes, use 
securely attached buttons only when the organizer will remain 
away from babies and young children. Embroidered eyes are a 
safer alternative when that is a concern. 

Add the large circular patch to the body and finish any 
remaining facial or decorative stitching. 

8. Prepare the Front Pocket 

Cut the pocket front and pocket lining to approximately 26 × 22 
cm. 

Place the two pieces right sides together. 
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Sew around the sides and top while leaving an opening where 
necessary for turning. Another option is to stitch around most 
of the perimeter, turn the pocket, and close the remaining 
opening later. 

Trim bulky corners without cutting through the stitching. 

Turn the pocket right side out. 

Use a blunt turning tool to gently shape the corners, then 
press the pocket carefully. 

Topstitch along the upper edge for reinforcement. Since the 
pocket may hold a remote control, reinforce the beginning and 
end of the stitching. 

Position the pocket on the lower-right portion of the organizer, 
taking care not to hide important parts of the decorative 
patchwork. 

Pin or clip it securely. 

Sew down both sides and across the bottom, leaving the top 
completely open. 

Use backstitching at both upper corners. These points receive 
the most stress when objects are repeatedly inserted and 
removed. 

9. Add the Lace Trim 

The cream lace provides a decorative transition between the 
upper patchwork section and the pocket area. 

Cut approximately 45 cm of lace trim, or enough to cross the 
organizer with a small amount available for finishing the ends. 

Position it horizontally across the front. 
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Make sure it is straight before sewing. A quilting ruler can help 
you check the distance from the upper edge on both sides. 

Pin the lace in place. 

Sew along its stable upper band using matching thread. 
Depending on the lace construction, a second line of stitching 
may be added for extra security. 

Keep the decorative scalloped portion free whenever possible 
so the lace maintains its dimensional appearance. 

10. Quilt the Organizer Panel 

Now create the quilt sandwich. 

Place the backing fabric with the wrong side facing upward. 
Put the batting over it, followed by the patchwork panel with its 
right side facing upward. 

Smooth all three layers from the center outward. 

Baste the layers with safety pins, quilting pins, temporary 
basting spray, or long hand-basting stitches. 

The tutorial uses relatively simple quilting, which works 
particularly well for this project. You can quilt straight lines 
along the patchwork seams or use light free-motion quilting. 

Stitch slowly so the layers remain smooth. 

Do not quilt through the finished pocket opening in a way that 
closes it. 

Once quilting is complete, check the back for puckers. 

Square and trim the quilted panel back to approximately 43 × 
58 cm. 
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11. Make the Gathered Ruffle 

The pink ruffle frames the organizer and gives the project its 
finished decorative appearance. 

Join your long ruffle strips with right sides together until you 
have enough length to surround the organizer. 

Press the joining seams open. 

Fold the long strip in half lengthwise with wrong sides together 
and press. 

Sew two parallel rows of long machine basting stitches along 
the raw edge. Do not backstitch. 

Pull the bobbin threads carefully to gather the strip. 

Distribute the gathers evenly rather than concentrating them in 
only a few areas. 

Pin or clip the ruffle around the organizer perimeter with its 
raw edge aligned with the organizer's raw edge and the folded 
ruffle pointing inward. 

At the rounded corners, distribute additional fullness gradually 
so the ruffle follows the curve without sharp folds. 

12. Assemble the Organizer Layers 

After the decorative elements, pocket, quilting, and ruffle have 
been prepared, inspect the entire organizer before final edge 
finishing. 

Make sure the ruffle is evenly distributed around all four sides. 

Stitch around the perimeter to secure it. 
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Depending on your preferred construction method, finish the 
back edge with binding or use a turned construction method. 
For a quilted organizer like the one shown, binding is often the 
easiest approach because the quilt sandwich is already 
assembled. 

If using binding, cut enough strips to travel around the 
complete perimeter. 

Join the strips, press them in half lengthwise, and sew the 
binding to the front edge. 

Fold the binding around the raw edge toward the back. 

Finish it by machine or with a slip stitch by hand for a cleaner 
appearance. 

Keep the ruffle outside the binding seam and periodically 
check that it has not accidentally folded underneath the 
presser foot. 

13. Attach the Yo-Yo Flowers 

After the main construction is finished, position the three 
yo-yos vertically along the left side. 

Compare their spacing before sewing any of them 
permanently. 

Hand-sew each yo-yo through its center and several points 
around the back of the gathered circle. 

Avoid stitching completely through the organizer in large 
visible stitches. Small anchoring stitches are enough when 
properly secured. 

Check the buttons again to ensure they are firmly attached. 
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The combination of the three dimensional flowers, floral 
appliqué, lace, and cow should now closely reproduce the 
decorative arrangement in the tutorial. 

14. Finish and Inspect All Seams 

Trim loose threads from the front and back. 

Check the pocket by inserting something lightweight such as a 
remote control. The upper corners should remain firmly 
attached without pulling away from the panel. 

Inspect the appliqués and reinforce any loose edges. 

Check the ruffle around the complete perimeter. Redistribute 
or tack down any section that twists excessively. 

Give the organizer a final light pressing where appropriate. 
Avoid pressing directly over dimensional yo-yos, plastic 
buttons, or heavily raised appliqué pieces. 

The completed piece should measure approximately 43 × 58 
cm, although a small variation is normal after quilting and edge 
finishing. 

Main Sewing Methods Used 

The straight stitch is the primary construction stitch. Use it for 
patchwork seams, pocket construction, ruffle attachment, and 
general assembly. 

Backstitching reinforces stress points. It is especially 
important at the upper corners of the pocket because these 
areas receive repeated pulling. 

The appliqué stitch secures decorative fabric shapes. This can 
be a narrow zigzag, blanket stitch, or small straight stitch 
depending on the desired appearance. 
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The slip stitch is useful for invisible hand finishing, particularly 
when attaching binding or closing small turning openings. 

Finally, the quilting stitch joins the front, batting, and backing. 
Straight-line quilting is beginner-friendly and complements the 
geometric patchwork design particularly well. 

Tips for a Professional Finish 🧵 

Use 100% quilting cotton whenever possible because it is 
stable, easy to press, and suitable for patchwork and appliqué. 
Press after each important seam rather than waiting until the 
entire organizer has been assembled. 

Maintain a consistent seam allowance throughout the 
patchwork. Even a small variation repeated across several 
blocks can noticeably alter the final dimensions. 

Before sewing the pocket permanently, place an actual remote 
inside it. This allows you to confirm that the pocket height and 
width suit the items you plan to store. 

If your sofa arm is substantially wider or narrower, make a 
quick paper mock-up measuring 43 × 58 cm and drape it over 
the armrest. Adjust the organizer length before cutting 
expensive fabric. 

For the closest visual match to the graphic, combine rose pink, 
blush pink, cream floral, pink gingham, and small polka-dot 
fabrics. The prints do not need to be identical—the important 
element is maintaining a coordinated palette. 

Once complete, place the upper portion over the sofa arm and 
allow the decorated pocket section to hang down the outside. 
Your handmade Sofa Armrest Organizer is now ready to hold a 
remote, notebook, reading accessories, or other lightweight 
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everyday items while adding a cheerful patchwork accent to 
the room. 
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