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DIY Denim Slippers – Step-by-Step 
Sewing Tutorial 
Turn an old pair of jeans into a comfortable and practical pair 
of DIY Denim Slippers. This project is a great way to reuse 
sturdy denim while creating something useful for your home. 
The finished slippers have a soft quilted insole, a structured 
denim upper, a decorative strap, and a neat cotton bias-tape 
binding around the sole. 

This tutorial follows the measurements and construction 
shown in the graphic. The sample pattern is approximately 27 
cm long × 10 cm wide, designed as a starting point for 
approximately U.S. women’s sizes 7–9. Because foot shapes 
vary, check the pattern against the wearer’s foot before cutting 
the final fabric and enlarge or reduce it as necessary. 

The project uses a 1 cm seam allowance, already included in 
the pattern pieces. Denim reclaimed from old jeans works 
especially well because it is durable and gives the slippers 
their casual handmade appearance. For the inside, use quilted 
cotton or another comfortable cotton fabric, with optional foam 
or felt for additional cushioning. 

Step 1: Gather the Materials and Sewing Tools 🧵 

Before cutting anything, prepare all your materials. Having 
everything ready will make the sewing process much easier. 

For one pair of slippers, you will need: 

●​ Denim fabric — recycled jeans are ideal 
●​ Quilted cotton or regular cotton fabric for the lining 
●​ Foam or felt for the insoles, optional but recommended 

for comfort 
●​ Cotton bias tape for binding the outside edges 
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●​ Metal eyelets, rivets, or decorative buttons, optional 
●​ Coordinating sewing thread 
●​ Sewing machine 
●​ Fabric scissors or rotary cutter 
●​ Pins or sewing clips 
●​ Measuring tape or ruler 
●​ Fabric marker 
●​ Hand-sewing needle 
●​ Iron and ironing surface 

A medium-weight denim is easier to sew than extremely heavy 
workwear denim. If you are recycling jeans, flat areas from the 
legs usually provide the largest usable pieces. 

For the lining, quilting cotton is a familiar option in U.S. fabric 
stores. Pre-quilted cotton is especially convenient because it 
adds softness without requiring you to quilt the layers 
yourself. 

If your sewing machine struggles with thick layers, use a 
denim/jeans needle. A walking foot can also help feed the 
denim, lining, foam, and binding evenly. 

Step 2: Prepare and Adjust the Slipper Pattern ✂️ 

The main sole shown in the tutorial measures approximately: 

Length: 27 cm​
 Maximum width: 10 cm 

The upper-front pattern is approximately: 

Width: 12 cm​
 Height: 13 cm 

The decorative strap measures approximately: 

12 cm × 3 cm 
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These measurements are a starting point rather than a 
universal shoe-size standard. 

Before cutting your good fabric, trace the sole pattern onto 
inexpensive paper. Place the intended wearer’s foot over it. 
There should be enough room around the foot for comfort 
without making the slipper excessively loose. 

The toes should not touch the very edge of the finished 
slipper. Likewise, the heel should sit comfortably within the 
back of the sole. 

If necessary, enlarge or reduce the entire pattern 
proportionally. Do not adjust only the length unless you 
specifically need a narrower or wider fit. 

Remember that the pattern shown includes a 1 cm seam 
allowance. Mark both the outer cutting line and the inner 
stitching line if that helps you maintain consistent seams. 

Step 3: Cut All the Denim, Lining, and Insole Pieces 

Once you are satisfied with the fit, transfer the pattern pieces 
to your fabrics. 

For the sole, cut: 

2 denim outer soles​
 2 lining soles​
 2 foam or felt soles, optional 

You need one set for the right slipper and one for the left 
slipper. 

Cut the required denim upper pieces according to the pattern. 
The front upper should be approximately 12 cm wide × 13 cm 
high at its maximum dimensions. Cut corresponding lining 
pieces if you want the upper completely lined. 
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Next, cut 2 decorative denim straps, each approximately 12 cm 
× 3 cm. 

Pay attention to the direction of the denim grain. Keeping both 
slippers oriented in the same direction gives the finished pair a 
more professional appearance. 

If using recycled jeans, you can deliberately incorporate 
original jean details such as topstitching, seams, hems, or 
pocket sections. That recycled character is one of the most 
attractive features of this design. 

Step 4: Sew the Decorative Denim Strap 

The decorative strap is the small horizontal detail across the 
upper. 

If your strap is cut from plain denim, fold the raw edges neatly 
toward the wrong side and press them. Topstitch along the 
long edges. 

For an authentic jeans-inspired appearance, use contrasting 
topstitching thread. Gold, tan, or traditional jeans thread works 
particularly well with blue denim. 

Position the strap across the upper, referring to the finished 
slipper in the graphic for placement. 

Pin or clip it securely before sewing. 

Topstitch the strap to the upper, keeping the stitching straight 
and evenly spaced. 

You can then add two decorative metal eyelets, rivets, or 
buttons near the ends of the strap. These are optional and do 
not need to function as fasteners. 
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When installing rivets or eyelets, follow the manufacturer's 
instructions and reinforce the denim if necessary. Avoid 
placing bulky hardware where it could rub against the foot. 

Step 5: Assemble and Shape the Slipper Upper 

With the decorative detail completed, assemble the pieces 
forming the slipper upper. 

Place corresponding pieces right sides together and align their 
edges carefully. 

Pin or clip the layers. Sewing clips can be particularly useful 
with denim because they avoid adding pin holes and are easier 
to handle through thick areas. 

Sew along the required seams using the 1 cm seam allowance 
included in the pattern. 

After sewing, trim excessive bulk from particularly thick seam 
allowances, but do not cut too close to the stitching. 

Turn the upper right side out. 

Use your fingers or a blunt turning tool to gently shape the 
seams. Do not use a sharp object that could puncture the 
fabric. 

Press carefully with an iron. Denim generally responds well to 
pressing, and this step helps the upper maintain a clean 
shape. 

Finish by adding visible topstitching where appropriate. 
Topstitching strengthens the seams while giving the project 
the familiar appearance of professionally constructed denim 
clothing. 

Step 6: Make the Soft Quilted Insole 
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The insole is what makes these denim slippers more 
comfortable. 

Begin with the denim sole piece and the corresponding lining 
piece. 

If you want extra cushioning, place a piece of foam or felt 
between them. Trim the cushioning slightly if necessary to 
reduce bulk around the outside edge. 

Layer the materials neatly so all edges correspond with the 
sole pattern. 

You can leave the layers plain or quilt them together. 

For a quilted effect similar to the graphic, mark diagonal lines 
across the insole using a removable fabric marker. Stitch one 
series of parallel diagonal lines, then cross them with another 
series to create a diamond quilting pattern. 

Quilting prevents the layers from shifting during use and gives 
the inside of the slipper a polished appearance. 

Repeat the process for the second insole. 

Before proceeding, place both finished insoles side by side 
and check that they are the same size and shape. 

Step 7: Attach the Denim Upper to the Sole 

This is one of the most important stages of the project. 

Place the completed upper over its corresponding sole. 

Start by matching the center front of the upper with the center 
front of the sole. 

Pin or clip that point first. 
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Continue working gradually toward both sides. Keep the upper 
smooth and distribute the fabric evenly around the front of the 
sole. 

Use plenty of clips around curved sections. 

Check the slipper from above before sewing. The upper should 
be centered, and both sides should look reasonably 
symmetrical. 

Sew around the perimeter, attaching the upper securely to the 
sole. 

Work slowly around the curves. If your sewing machine has 
difficulty feeding all the layers evenly, a walking foot can make 
this step considerably easier. 

Repeat the same procedure for the second slipper. 

Step 8: Trim the Curves and Reduce Bulk 

After attaching the upper, inspect the entire perimeter. 

Trim any fabric extending unnecessarily beyond the seam 
allowance. 

Around curved areas, make small notches or clips into the 
seam allowance. These cuts allow the fabric to spread 
naturally around curves and prevent puckering. 

Never cut through the actual stitching. 

Pay special attention to the rounded toe and heel areas 
because these sections have the strongest curves. 

If several layers of denim meet at one location, grade the seam 
allowances by trimming the layers to slightly different widths. 
This reduces a bulky ridge. 
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Check the right side again. 

The slipper should now have a recognizable finished shape, 
even though the raw perimeter still needs to be covered. 

Step 9: Finish the Entire Edge with Cotton Bias Tape 

The checked binding around the original slippers is an 
important design feature. 

Use double-fold cotton bias tape long enough to travel 
completely around each slipper. 

Bias tape works particularly well because its diagonal grain 
allows it to bend around the rounded toe and heel. 

Begin in an inconspicuous area rather than directly at the toe. 

Open the bias tape and align it with the raw edge. Pin or clip it 
gradually around the sole. 

When you reach curved areas, gently shape the tape without 
stretching it excessively. 

Sew the first side of the binding in place. 

Fold the tape around the raw edge so that it encloses all 
exposed layers. 

Secure the folded side with clips. 

Topstitch carefully around the entire perimeter, catching both 
sides of the binding. 

The finished binding should completely conceal the raw edges 
of the denim, lining, and cushioning. 

For the look shown in the tutorial graphic, use a 
blue-and-white checked cotton bias tape. Solid navy, 
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chambray, gingham, or contrasting cotton binding can also 
work. 

Step 10: Topstitch and Reinforce the Slippers 

Inspect all the seams after attaching the binding. 

Add additional topstitching where reinforcement is needed, 
especially around the upper. 

The decorative topstitching can be approximately 2–3 mm from 
an existing seam, depending on the thickness of your denim 
and the appearance you prefer. 

Use a longer stitch length for visible denim topstitching than 
you would for ordinary construction seams. 

Slow down when sewing across thick intersections. 

If your presser foot tilts dramatically when approaching a 
bulky seam, use a folded scrap of denim or a hump-jumper 
tool behind the foot to keep it level. 

Check the beginning and ending points of the binding 
carefully. 

If necessary, secure small areas by hand with a strong needle 
and matching thread. 

Remove all temporary fabric-marker lines before using the 
slippers. 

Step 11: Check the Bottom, Sides, and Overall Fit 

Place both slippers on a flat surface. 

From the top view, the uppers should appear centered over the 
soles. 
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From the side view, check that the upper does not twist or pull 
excessively toward either side. 

Look at the bottom view and make sure the sole is smooth 
without large folds or puckers. 

Try on the slippers carefully. 

Your toes should have enough space, and the upper should 
hold the foot without squeezing it. 

If the upper feels slightly loose, you can adjust the pattern 
before making another pair by reducing its width. If it feels 
tight, increase the upper pattern rather than simply enlarging 
the sole. 

For slippers that will be worn on smooth flooring, consider 
adding an appropriate non-slip treatment or purpose-made 
non-slip sole material to the bottom. Plain denim can be 
slippery on some hard floors. 

Step 12: Finish and Personalize Your Denim Slippers 
👖💙 

Give the slippers a final press, taking care around any metal 
decorations. 

Trim all loose threads. 

Check the bias binding one final time to make sure no raw 
fabric edges remain exposed. 

You can keep the slippers simple or personalize them with 
embroidery, appliqué, fabric patches, decorative buttons, 
contrast stitching, or recycled jean details. 

For a coordinated pair, use matching denim sections and 
identical hardware. 
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For a more playful handmade look, combine two different 
denim washes. 

You can even use the original seams and topstitching from old 
jeans as decorative elements, which reduces waste while 
giving every pair a unique appearance. 

The completed slippers should have a denim outer upper, 
comfortable lined or quilted footbed, optional cushioned layer, 
decorative strap, and securely bound outer edge, staying 
consistent with the project shown in the tutorial graphic. 

Useful Sewing Tips for the Best Finish 🪡 

Choose sturdy but manageable denim. Very thick denim 
combined with foam, lining, and multiple seam allowances can 
become difficult for a domestic sewing machine. 

Use a fresh denim/jeans sewing-machine needle and test the 
thread tension on scraps before starting the actual slippers. 

Press after important construction stages. Good pressing 
makes an enormous difference when working with curved 
pieces and thick fabric. 

Use topstitching to reinforce stress points and create a 
professional jeans-inspired appearance. 

A walking foot is useful when sewing through multiple layers 
because it helps move the upper and lower layers at a similar 
rate. 

When working around the sole, sew slowly rather than trying 
to force the fabric around curves. 

Most importantly, test your paper pattern before cutting your 
best denim. The 27 cm × 10 cm sole and 12 cm × 13 cm upper 
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are approximate starting dimensions, and individual feet differ 
in length, width, instep height, and preferred fit. 

Once you have adjusted the pattern to the wearer, save that 
version. You can then make additional pairs from old jeans, 
fabric scraps, quilted cotton, or other sturdy washable fabrics. 

Your DIY Denim Slippers are now complete—comfortable, 
practical, and a creative way to give unused denim a second 
life. 👖🧵✂️💙 
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