MATERIALS

+ Main fabric (quilt cottan): 40 ecm
+ Lining fabrie: 40 em
+ Fusible interfacing (medium): 40 cm
+ 1 Zipper (nylon) — 45 em

+ 1 Zipper pull x 2

+ Matching thread

+ Fabric scissors

+ Sewing clips or pins
+ Ruler, marking pen
+ Iron and sewing machine

LEIC CUNIITG (all measurements include 1 cm seam allowance)
TOP & BOTTOM FRONT & BACK
Cut 2 (Main fabric) Cut 2 (Main fabric)
+
112 ‘il ‘ 14 em
v
SIDE PANELS .
Cut 2 (Main fabric) LINING (repeat all pieces) |
[ Cut the same as main fabric |
|14 em ] |
12 cm
v
HANDLE 24cm
Cut 1 (Main fabric) ZIPPER TABS (optional)
I T Cut 2 (Main fabric)
il 5cm A
P I 4cm
€ INTERFACING @) MAKE THE HANDLE € ATTACH HANDLE © BOX SHAPE

Fold the handle strip in half Center the handle on the top piece. Sew the side panels to the Your bag body should now
Iron fusible interfacing to the wrong lengthwise, right sides together. Place ends 6 em from the side edges. front and back pieces. look like a box.
side of all main fabric pieces Stitch along the long edge. Pin or clip in place. Repeat for the ather side.
{except handle and zipper tabs). Turn right side out and topstitch Sew a rectangle with an X on each end Press seams open.

along both long edges. to secure.

([ ATTACH TOP ) PREPARE ZIPPER © SEW ZIPPER ‘ © FINISH ZIPPERENDS (1)) REPEAT FOR LINING

s

Fin the top piece to the Open the zipper and place it Using a zipper foot, sew along Attach the zipper tabs (optional): Sew the lining pieces in the

top edge of the bag. right sides down on the top edge. the zipper teeth. Fold tab in half, stitch across same way, but leave a 10 em
Sew all around. The zipper pull should be Repeat for the other side short ends. opening in the bottom for
Repeat to attach the in the middle. of the top with the remaining Slide the tab onto the zipper turning,
bottom piece. Pin or clip. zipper tape. end and stitch in place.
(D JOINLINING & BAG | (P) TURN & CLOSE (B ToPSTITCH @ DONE! TIPS
e 2 e 0 Use quilting cotton

from the USA for best
results.

(7 Press seams as you go
for a professional finish.

2 A longer zipper works
best for easy opening.

Place lining inside the bag, Turn the bag right side out (i
wrong sides together. through the opening. Tapstitch all around the top Your Zipper Box Bag ( Customize the size
Match top edges and pin. Push cut corners. edge for a clean finish and is ready to use! by adjusting the
Sew all around. Hand stitch the apening closed. to keep the lining in place. Perfect for casmetics, measurements.

sewing notions, or travel.

' MAIN SEWING TECHNIQUES USED
Seam Allowance Topstitching Boxed Corners Zipper Installation Turning Edge Finishing

(" FABRIC RECOMMENDATION (USA)

» Quilting Cotton
= Canvas or Denim (for a sturdier bag)
= Qilcloth or Waterproof Fabric

(for easy cleaning) ]

Tuming the
project right
side out through
? an opening.

| Creoting 2 30 Sewing a zipper

; Al pieces include Ry Toiching on the =
C;P 1cmseam \_{_J right side to L shape by sewing between fabric
allowance. } reinforce and | fiat pieces \a’.m for a strong
| decorate. < together, finish.
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ZIPPERED FABRIC BAG / BOX POUCH
SEWING PATTERN
Seam Allowance Included (1 cm)

2bem ———————————— = || iicccscssssssssssssSssssssssscssssssssscsssssssssasassass
' 30cm !
] ) ]
[ HANDLE : T
| | cuT1 |
MAIN BODY ! ! (Exterior Fabric) | bcm
A CuT 2 ! | Add 1 ¢cm seam allowance i l
'] 16cm (Exterior Fabric) ! i around all edges

| Add 1 cm seam allowance |
i
around all edges

YA +—— 1bem——= ) Y e——16em——
I '
[ SIDE PANEL i : SIDE PANEL
--------------------------------------------------- cuT2 i i cuT2
] 13em (Exterior Fabric) i ) (Exterior Fabric)
—————————————————————————————————————————————————— - ] Add 1 em seam allowance | b Add 1 cm seam allowance
: : . around all edges it h around all edges
26 cm
LINING
cuT 2 ; : ;
i (Lining Fabric) i ! 22em :
1| 16cm : i ZIPPER TAB (OPTIONAL) i T
Add 1 cm seam allowance . 3 cut2 H 4em
'

around all edges (Exterior Fabric) : i

Add 1 cm seam allowance around all edges

NOTES:
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" - All measurements include 1 cm seam allowance.

40 cm - Use 100% cotton fabric or canvas for best results.
- Interface (fusible foam) is recommended for

il B ;@Z-’—..’Jd—"—&.’.ﬂ.ﬂ?&'}—‘m’—m...uuu.'"m'J—"——‘J" G G s SR D) St DA e ExtarionEabric:
5cm ZIPPER - Press all seams open for a neat finish.
-~ 5em—»
Use a 40 cm (16 inch) zipper
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DIY Zipper Box Bag Tutorial —
Step-by-Step Sewing Guide

This DIY Zipper Box Bag is a practical sewing project that
creates a structured rectangular bag with a zipper closure, a
sturdy carrying handle, and a fully finished lining. The
completed bag is ideal for cosmetics, sewing notions, craft
supplies, toiletries, or travel essentials.

This tutorial follows the measurements, construction order,
and techniques shown in the original sewing guide. All
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measurements are given in centimeters, and the pattern pieces
include a 1 cm seam allowance unless otherwise stated.

The approximate finished size is 24 cm wide x 12 cm deep x 14
cm high, or about 9 1/2 x 4 3/4 x 5 1/2 inches.

H Materials and Supplies

Before beginning, gather all of your fabrics, notions, and
sewing tools.

You will need:

40 cm main fabric, preferably quilting cotton
40 cm lining fabric

40 cm medium-weight fusible interfacing
1 nylon zipper, 45 cm long

2 zipper pulls

Matching sewing thread

Fabric scissors or rotary cutter

Sewing clips or pins

Ruler

Fabric marking pen or pencil

Iron and ironing board

Sewing machine

Zipper foot for your sewing machine

For the main fabric, quilting cotton is an excellent choice
because it is easy to sew and produces a neat finished bag.

If you prefer a sturdier bag, canvas or denim can also be used.
For a bag that will hold cosmetics or toiletries, an oilcloth or
waterproof fabric can be useful because the surface is easier
to wipe clean.

%€ Fabric Cutting



All pattern measurements in this tutorial already include the 1
cm seam allowance.

Cut the pieces carefully and keep them organized before
beginning construction.

Top and Bottom

Cut 2 pieces from the main fabric.
Each piece measures approximately:
24cm x12cm

One will become the top portion of the bag and the other will
form the bottom.

Front and Back

Cut 2 pieces from the main fabric.
Each piece measures:

24 cm x 14 cm

These two rectangles form the large front and back walls of the
finished box bag.

Side Panels

Cut 2 pieces from the main fabric.

Each side panel measures:

12cm x 14 cm

The side panels create the depth of the bag.
Handle

Cut 1 piece from the main fabric measuring:



30cmx5cm

This strip will be folded and sewn to create the carrying
handle.

Zipper Tabs
Cut 2 pieces from the main fabric measuring approximately:
4cmx4cm

These small pieces are optional, but they give the zipper ends
a cleaner and more professional appearance.
Lining

Cut the lining pieces in the same sizes as the corresponding
main bag pieces so that the lining matches the exterior
construction.

Keep the lining pieces separate from the exterior pieces while
sewing to avoid mixing them up.

1. Apply the Fusible Interfacing
Begin by preparing the main exterior pieces.

Place each main fabric piece with its wrong side facing
upward.

Cut fusible interfacing to fit the main bag pieces and position
the adhesive side of the interfacing against the wrong side of
the fabric.

Apply interfacing to the exterior bag pieces, except the handle
and zipper tabs.

Follow the manufacturer's instructions for your particular
interfacing because pressing temperature and pressing time
may vary.



Instead of moving the iron continuously as you would when
ironing clothing, press it firmly over one section for several
seconds. Lift the iron and move to the next area.

Continue until the interfacing has completely fused to the
fabric.

Allow each piece to cool before moving it. This helps the
adhesive set properly.

The interfacing gives the finished zipper box bag more
structure and helps it maintain its rectangular shape.

2. Make the Handle

Take the 30 cm x 5 cm handle strip.

Fold the strip in half lengthwise with the right sides of the
fabric together.

Align the two long raw edges carefully.
Pin or clip the long edge to prevent the fabric from shifting.

Sew along the long edge using the appropriate seam
allowance.

Leave both short ends open.
Turn the handle right side out.

A loop turner, safety pin, or blunt turning tool can make this
easier.

Once the strip has been completely turned, arrange the seam
neatly and press the handle flat.

Topstitch along both long edges of the handle.

Keep the stitching straight and evenly spaced from the edges.



Topstitching gives the handle a more polished appearance
while also adding strength.

3. Attach the Handle

Take the main fabric piece that will become the top of the bag
and place it right side up.

Position the handle over the center of this piece.

The handle should form an arch above the fabric rather than
lying completely flat.

Position each end approximately 6 cm from the corresponding
side edge, following the placement shown in the guide.

Make sure the handle is centered and that it is not twisted.
Pin or clip each end securely.
Sew a small rectangle at each handle end.

Then sew diagonally through the rectangle to create an
X-shaped reinforcement.

Repeat at the opposite end.

This rectangle-and-X method distributes stress across a larger
section of fabric and makes the handle considerably stronger.

Check that both ends are secure before moving to the next
step.

4. Sew the Side Panels

Place one side panel against the edge of the front panel with
right sides together.

Align the raw edges.



Pin or clip the pieces together.

Sew the seam using the included 1 cm seam allowance.
Attach the remaining side panel in the same way.

Next, connect the side panels to the back panel.

Work carefully to keep the upper and lower edges aligned.
After sewing, press the seams open whenever possible.

Pressing the seams as you work prevents unnecessary bulk
and helps create crisp corners in the finished bag.

At this stage, the front, back, and side pieces should begin
forming a rectangular tube.

5. Form the Box Shape

Arrange the sewn front, back, and side panels so the bag
begins to resemble an open rectangular box.

Check each corner.

The seams should meet cleanly, and the top and bottom edges
should remain reasonably even.

If necessary, pin or clip around the edges while checking the
shape.

Avoid stretching the fabric at the corners.

Because the interfacing adds structure, the exterior should
already begin holding its three-dimensional shape.

Make sure there are no accidental folds caught in the seams
before continuing.

6. Attach the Top and Bottom Pieces



Take the prepared top piece with the handle attached.

With right sides together, position it against the upper edge of
the bag body.

Match the edges and corners.
Pin or clip around the perimeter.

When working around the corners, use several clips or pins to
keep the layers controlled.

Sew around the entire edge.
Work slowly at each corner so the stitching remains accurate.
Next, repeat the process with the bottom piece.

Place the bottom piece against the remaining open edge with
right sides together.

Match the corners and raw edges.

Pin or clip securely and sew around the perimeter.

The exterior should now have the recognizable shape of a box
bag.

7. Prepare the Zipper

Use the 45 cm nylon zipper specified in the materials list.
Open the zipper before beginning installation.

Position the zipper along the top opening according to the
guide, with the zipper and fabric right sides facing together.

The zipper pull should be positioned approximately in the
middle while you work.



This prevents the pull from interfering with the first stages of
stitching.

Align the zipper tape carefully with the fabric edge.
Use sewing clips or pins to hold the zipper securely.

Because zipper tape can shift while sewing, place clips fairly
close together.

Before stitching, check that the zipper is not twisted.

8. Sew the Zipper
Install a zipper foot on your sewing machine.
Position the project under the presser foot.

Sew close to the zipper teeth without allowing the needle to
strike them.

Keep the zipper tape and fabric edges aligned as you sew.

When approaching the zipper pull, stop sewing with the needle
down.

Lift the presser foot and carefully move the zipper pull out of
the way.

Lower the presser foot and continue sewing.

After completing the first side, position the remaining zipper
tape along the opposite top edge.

Again, keep the right sides correctly positioned.
Pin or clip it in place.
Sew the second zipper side using the same method.

Check the zipper after stitching.



It should open and close smoothly without catching the
surrounding fabric.

9. Finish the Zipper Ends
The zipper tabs are optional, but they provide a clean finish.
Take one 4 cm x 4 cm zipper tab.

Fold it in half and position it across one short end of the
zipper.

Arrange the raw edges neatly.
Slide the tab over the zipper end and stitch it securely in place.

Trim excessive bulk if necessary without cutting through your
stitching.

Repeat at the other end of the zipper.

The fabric tabs help cover the raw zipper tape and give the
project a more professionally finished appearance.

10. Sew the Lining

Construct the lining using the same general method used for
the exterior.

Join the front, back, and side lining pieces with right sides
together.

Sew the seams using the same 1 cm seam allowance.

Continue assembling the lining so its shape matches the
exterior bag.

When attaching the bottom lining piece, leave an opening of
approximately 10 cm along one seam.



Do not sew this opening closed yet.

The opening is extremely important because the entire project
will later be turned right side out through it.

Backstitch securely at both ends of the opening.

This prevents the seam from coming undone while the bag is
being turned.

Press the lining seams neatly.

11. Join the Lining and Exterior Bag

Place the lining with the exterior bag according to the
construction shown in the guide.

Arrange the layers so the appropriate sides are facing one
another and the top edges match.

Make sure the side seams of the lining line up with the side
seams of the exterior.

Pin or clip around the complete upper edge.

Use extra clips near thicker areas, especially around the zipper
ends and side seams.

Sew completely around the upper edge.
Take your time when sewing near the zipper.
Keep the zipper teeth away from the needle.

Once the seam is complete, inspect the stitching before
turning the project.

If you see any gaps or areas where one layer was not caught in
the seam, repair them now.



12. Turn the Bag and Close the Opening
Locate the 10 cm opening left in the bottom of the lining.
Carefully begin pulling the exterior bag through this opening.

Do not pull aggressively because the corners and zipper areas
may be bulky.

Work gradually until the entire project has been turned right
side out.

Push out all four corners.

A blunt turning tool can help define the corners, but avoid
using scissors or another sharp object because it could
puncture the fabric.

Once everything has been turned, smooth the exterior and
lining with your hands.

Fold the raw edges of the 10 cm lining opening inward so they
align with the sewn seam.

Press the fold.
Hand stitch the opening closed using small, neat stitches.

A ladder stitch or slip stitch is particularly useful because the
stitches are nearly invisible.

After closing the opening, place the lining neatly inside the
exterior bag.

13. Topstitch the Upper Edge

Arrange the lining inside the bag and press the upper edge
carefully.

Make sure no lining fabric is sticking into the zipper teeth.



Topstitch around the entire upper edge.
Keep the stitching consistent and close to the seam.
This final row of topstitching serves several purposes.

It gives the bag a polished appearance, helps prevent the
lining from shifting, reinforces the upper edge, and keeps the
zipper area neat.

Move slowly around corners and bulky seam intersections.

After topstitching, remove any remaining loose threads.

14. Final Finishing
Your DIY Zipper Box Bag is now complete.

Open and close the zipper several times to make sure it
operates smoothly.

Check the handle by gently pulling upward on it.
Inspect the corners and seams for loose threads.

Push the corners into their final shape and arrange the lining
evenly inside the bag.

If the fabric allows it, give the finished project a final light
pressing.

Avoid placing a hot iron directly against plastic or nylon zipper
teeth.

The completed bag should measure approximately 24 cm x 12
cm x 14 cm.

Its structured shape makes it useful for cosmetics, sewing
supplies, small craft projects, toiletries, travel accessories, or
everyday storage.



Z Important Sewing Techniques Used

A 1 cm seam allowance is included in the pattern
measurements. Maintaining the same seam allowance
throughout the project is important because variations can
change the final dimensions and cause the lining and exterior
to fit differently.

Topstitching means sewing a visible line of stitching on the
right side of the project. In this bag, it reinforces the handle
and upper edge while producing a more professional finish.

The boxed construction is created by joining rectangular front,
back, side, top, and bottom pieces. Accurate seams and
well-matched corners are essential for achieving the
three-dimensional box shape.

For zipper installation, use a zipper foot and stitch close to the
zipper teeth without sewing directly over them. Move the
zipper pull when necessary instead of trying to force the
presser foot around it.

Turning refers to pulling the completed exterior through the
opening left in the lining so the right sides become visible.
Always leave the recommended 10 cm opening so there is
enough room to turn the structured bag safely.

Edge finishing and final topstitching help keep the lining in
place, reinforce the zipper area, and create a clean finished
appearance.

¢ Tips for the Best Results

Use good-quality quilting cotton if you want a bag similar to
the one shown in the tutorial. Press every seam as you work
because pressing is one of the easiest ways to make a
handmade bag look professionally constructed.



A slightly longer zipper is easier to work with than one that is
exactly the finished length because the extra tape provides
more room during installation.

For a firmer bag, choose medium-weight interfacing with
enough body to support the fabric without making the seams
excessively bulky.

If using denim or canvas, consider reducing bulk in seam
allowances around corners and zipper ends.

If using waterproof material for the lining, use clips rather than
pins whenever possible because pins may leave permanent
holes.

Most importantly, keep the 1 cm seam allowance consistent,
check the orientation of every piece before sewing, and verify
that the zipper works properly before permanently joining the
lining and exterior. These small checks make the final
assembly much easier and help ensure that your finished
Zipper Box Bag is neat, sturdy, and ready to use.
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