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Crochet Pumpkin Table Runner: 
Complete Step-by-Step Tutorial 
Bring warm autumn style to your dining table with this textured Crochet Pumpkin Table 
Runner. The design features a cream-colored crocheted base decorated with three 
dimensional pumpkins, colorful fall leaves, and curling green vines. 

This tutorial uses US crochet terminology and follows the construction shown in the 
reference chart. Each component is made separately and then sewn securely onto the 
runner. 

The finished runner measures approximately 13 inches wide by 48 inches long, or 33 cm 
by 122 cm. 

Finished Size 
The completed table runner should measure approximately: 

Width: 13 inches or 33 cm​
 Length: 48 inches or 122 cm 

The runner is worked lengthwise. Because the original tutorial does not provide a gauge, 
measure your work regularly and adjust the number of rows when necessary. 

The final measurements are more important than matching an exact stitch gauge. 

Materials 
You will need the following worsted-weight yarn: 

Cream or Main Color: approximately 450 yards​
 Pumpkin Orange: approximately 100 yards​
 Mustard Yellow: approximately 50 yards​
 Leaf Green: approximately 100 yards​
 Rust Red: approximately 50 yards​
 Burgundy: approximately 50 yards 

You will also need: 

A 5.0 mm crochet hook​
 A yarn needle​
 Scissors​
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 Stitch markers, optional​
 Rust-resistant sewing pins, optional​
 Polyester stuffing, optional for fuller pumpkins​
 A measuring tape 

Use yarns with similar thicknesses so that all the decorative pieces have a consistent 
appearance. 

Crochet Abbreviations in US Terms 
ch: chain​
 sc: single crochet​
 hdc: half double crochet​
 dc: double crochet​
 tr: treble crochet​
 sl st: slip stitch​
 st: stitch​
 sts: stitches​
 inc: increase by working 2 single crochet stitches in the next stitch​
 dec: decrease by single crocheting 2 stitches together​
 yo: yarn over​
 MC: main color 

Important Construction Notes 
The runner is assembled in several stages. 

First, crochet the long cream base. Next, add the rust-colored border. Crochet the pumpkins, 
leaves, vines, and tendrils separately. Arrange all the decorative pieces on the base and sew 
them in place. 

The pumpkins are made from rectangular crocheted pieces. Each rectangle is joined into a 
tube, gathered at the top and bottom, and shaped into a pumpkin. 

For the leaves, use several autumn colors to create variety. The vines are made from long 
chains with slip stitches worked across them. 

Leave long yarn tails on the pumpkins, leaves, and vines whenever possible. These tails can 
be used to sew the pieces onto the runner. 

Step 1: Crochet the Table Runner Base 
Use the cream main color. 

Chain 43. 



The chain should measure approximately 13 inches across. If your chain is noticeably wider 
or narrower, you may adjust the number of chains. Keep an even number of stitches 
whenever possible. 

Row 1 

Insert the hook into the second chain from the hook. 

Work 1 single crochet in that chain. 

Continue working 1 single crochet in every chain across. 

You should have 42 single crochet stitches. 

Chain 1 and turn. 

Row 2 

Work 1 single crochet in every stitch across. 

You should still have 42 stitches. 

Chain 1 and turn. 

Remaining Rows 

Repeat Row 2 until the piece measures approximately 48 inches long. 

Keep checking the width as you work. The base should remain approximately 13 inches 
wide. 

Try to maintain loose, even edges. Avoid pulling the turning chain too tightly because this 
can make the long sides of the runner curve inward. 

When the runner reaches the correct length, fasten off and weave in the yarn ends. 

Lightly smooth the fabric with your hands before adding the border. 

Step 2: Crochet the Rust Border 
Join the rust red yarn in any corner of the runner. 

The border is worked evenly around all four sides. 

First Long Side 

Chain 1. 

Work single crochet stitches evenly along the first long side. 



Because the side edge is made from row ends rather than regular stitches, place the stitches 
carefully. A useful starting point is approximately one single crochet in each row end. 

Do not place too many stitches, or the edge may ruffle. Do not place too few stitches, or the 
runner may curl. 

First Corner 

When you reach the corner, work: 

1 single crochet, chain 1, and 1 single crochet in the same corner space. 

The chain-1 space helps the border turn neatly. 

First Short Side 

Work 1 single crochet in every stitch across the short end of the runner. 

At the next corner, work: 

1 single crochet, chain 1, and 1 single crochet in the same corner. 

Second Long Side 

Work single crochet stitches evenly along the second long side. 

Try to work approximately the same number of stitches as you used on the first long side. 

At the corner, work: 

1 single crochet, chain 1, and 1 single crochet in the same space. 

Final Short Side 

Work 1 single crochet in every stitch across the final short end. 

At the last corner, work: 

1 single crochet, chain 1, and 1 single crochet in the same space. 

Join with a slip stitch to the first single crochet. 

Fasten off and weave in the ends. 

Check that the runner lies flat. If the border is slightly uneven, gently stretch and shape it 
with your hands. 

Step 3: Crochet the Pumpkin Pieces 



Make three pumpkins. 

The chart uses Pumpkin Orange and Mustard Yellow. For a balanced autumn appearance, 
make two orange pumpkins and one mustard pumpkin, or use another arrangement that 
matches your preferred layout. 

Each pumpkin begins as a ribbed rectangle. 

Pumpkin Rectangle 

Chain 21. 

Row 1 

Beginning in the second chain from the hook, work 1 single crochet in every chain across. 

You should have 20 single crochet stitches. 

Chain 1 and turn. 

Row 2 

Work 1 single crochet in every stitch across. 

Chain 1 and turn. 

Remaining Rows 

Repeat Row 2 until the piece measures approximately 6 inches or 15 cm from the first row 
to the final row. 

For a more ribbed texture, you may work the single crochet stitches through the back loops 
only. This creates vertical ridges after the rectangle is assembled into a pumpkin. 

Fasten off, leaving a long yarn tail for sewing. 

Make two additional rectangles in your chosen pumpkin colors. 

Step 4: Assemble Each Pumpkin 
Fold the pumpkin rectangle in half so that the two short ends meet. 

The crocheted rows should run around the pumpkin rather than from top to bottom. 

Using the long yarn tail and a yarn needle, sew the short ends together. Use a whipstitch or 
mattress stitch. 

You should now have a crocheted tube. 



Do not cut the yarn. 

Step 5: Gather the Bottom of the Pumpkin 
With the yarn needle, weave the yarn through the stitches around one open end of the tube. 

Pass the needle in and out through the edge stitches, creating a running stitch. 

Pull the yarn firmly to close the opening. 

Sew through the gathered center several times to secure it. 

Knot the yarn carefully. 

Turn the tube so that the seam and knot are inside. 

Step 6: Shape and Fill the Pumpkin 
The chart does not specifically require stuffing, so the pumpkins can be made with the 
crocheted fabric alone. 

For a fuller three-dimensional pumpkin, place a small amount of polyester stuffing inside the 
tube. Do not overfill it. The pumpkin should remain soft enough to flatten slightly against the 
table runner. 

Shape the stuffing evenly with your fingers. 

If you prefer a flatter decoration, skip the stuffing and gently fold the fabric inward before 
closing the top. 

Step 7: Gather the Top of the Pumpkin 
Thread a long yarn tail through the stitches around the open top. 

Pull the yarn to close the opening. 

Before closing it completely, adjust the stuffing and make sure the pumpkin has a rounded 
shape. 

Pull the opening closed and sew through the gathered center several times. 

Do not cut the yarn yet. 

Step 8: Create the Pumpkin Sections 
To make the pumpkin look segmented, pass the yarn needle through the center of the 
pumpkin from top to bottom. 



Bring the yarn around the outside of the pumpkin and insert the needle through the center 
again. 

Pull the yarn gently. The yarn should create an indentation without crushing the pumpkin. 

Repeat this process around the pumpkin, spacing the wraps evenly. 

Create approximately six to eight pumpkin sections. 

After the final wrap, secure the yarn at the bottom or back of the pumpkin. 

Shape the pumpkin with your hands until the sections appear balanced. 

Step 9: Crochet the Pumpkin Stem 
Use brown, dark green, or leftover leaf-green yarn. 

Join the yarn at the center of the pumpkin top. 

Chain 6. 

Beginning in the second chain from the hook, work 1 slip stitch in each chain back toward 
the pumpkin. 

Fasten off securely. 

For a thicker stem, chain 6, work 1 single crochet in each chain, and sew the resulting strip 
into a small stem shape. 

Sew the base of the stem firmly to the top of the pumpkin. 

Repeat the pumpkin assembly and stem instructions for all three pumpkins. 

Step 10: Crochet the Autumn Leaves 
Make six leaves. 

Use a variety of autumn colors, such as: 

Leaf Green​
 Mustard Yellow​
 Pumpkin Orange​
 Rust Red​
 Burgundy 

The leaf is worked around both sides of a foundation chain. 

Chain 10. 



First Side of the Leaf 

Beginning in the second chain from the hook, work: 

1 single crochet in the first chain​
 1 half double crochet in the next chain​
 2 double crochet in the next chain​
 1 treble crochet in the next chain​
 2 double crochet in the next chain​
 1 half double crochet in the next chain​
 1 single crochet in the next chain​
 1 slip stitch in the final chain 

The exact spacing may be adjusted slightly to fit the chain. The stitches should gradually 
increase in height toward the center and decrease toward the end. 

Second Side of the Leaf 

Rotate the foundation chain so that you can work along the unused loops on the opposite 
side. 

Work: 

1 single crochet​
 1 half double crochet​
 2 double crochet​
 1 treble crochet​
 2 double crochet​
 1 half double crochet​
 1 single crochet​
 1 slip stitch near the base 

Join with a slip stitch. 

Fasten off, leaving a long tail for sewing. 

Step 11: Shape the Leaves 
Use your fingers to gently pinch the pointed end of each leaf. 

Stretch the sides slightly so that the taller center stitches form the widest portion of the leaf. 

For a more natural appearance, bend or curve the leaves rather than keeping every leaf 
perfectly flat. 

Weave in any yarn end that will not be used for assembly. 

Make a total of six leaves in several different colors. 



You may create slight variations by adding or removing one double crochet stitch. Natural 
leaves do not need to be identical. 

Step 12: Add Optional Leaf Veins 
Use contrasting yarn and a yarn needle. 

Bring the yarn up near the base of the leaf. 

Make one long straight stitch from the base toward the pointed tip. 

Add two or three short diagonal stitches on each side of the center line. 

Keep the embroidery light so that the leaf remains flexible. 

Secure the yarn on the back. 

This step is optional, but it can make the leaves look more detailed. 

Step 13: Crochet the Main Vines 
Use leaf-green yarn. 

The long vines connect the pumpkins and leaves across the runner. 

Chain a long strand. The exact number of chains depends on your final arrangement. 

For a vine between two pumpkins, begin with approximately 50 to 70 chains. 

Starting in the second chain from the hook, work 1 slip stitch in every chain across. 

Slip stitching along the chain creates a firm, cord-like vine. 

Fasten off, leaving long tails for sewing. 

Make several vines of different lengths so that the design can curve naturally along the base. 

Step 14: Crochet the Curled Tendrils 
Use leaf-green yarn. 

Chain between 15 and 25, depending on the desired length. 

Beginning in the second chain from the hook, work 2 single crochet stitches in each chain. 

The increases will cause the chain to curl automatically. 

For a looser curl, alternate between 1 and 2 single crochet stitches in each chain. 



For a tighter spiral, work 3 single crochet stitches in each chain. 

Fasten off, leaving a sewing tail. 

Make several tendrils and place them near the pumpkins and along the main vines. 

Step 15: Block the Runner Before Assembly 
Before sewing the decorations in place, gently block the base. 

Place the runner on a clean towel or blocking mat. 

Smooth it to approximately 13 inches wide and 48 inches long. 

Pin the corners and sides if necessary. 

Lightly mist the runner with water, or use the blocking method recommended for your yarn 
fiber. 

Allow it to dry completely. 

Do not apply very high heat to acrylic yarn. 

Blocking the base before assembly makes it easier to position the pumpkins, leaves, and 
vines evenly. 

Step 16: Plan the Assembly Layout 
Place the runner flat with the right side facing upward. 

Arrange the three pumpkins along the center of the runner. 

The reference layout places one pumpkin near each end and one in the middle. 

Leave enough empty space around the border so that the decorations do not crowd the 
edges. 

Position the long green vines so that they travel in gentle curves between the pumpkins. 

Add the leaves along the vines. Alternate the leaf colors and directions. 

Place the curled tendrils near the pumpkins and in open spaces. 

Continue adjusting the arrangement until the design feels balanced. 

Take a photograph of the layout before sewing. This gives you a reference in case the 
pieces move. 

You may also secure the pieces temporarily with rust-resistant pins. 



Step 17: Sew the Vines to the Base 
Sew the vines first because the pumpkins and leaves will cover some of the vine ends. 

Thread a yarn needle with leaf-green yarn or use the long tail attached to the vine. 

Use small stitches to tack the vine to the runner. 

Place a stitch approximately every ½ to 1 inch, especially around curves. 

Do not pull the sewing yarn too tightly. The runner must remain flat. 

Secure each curled tendril at its base and add one or two small stitches along the curl if 
needed. 

Some portions of the tendrils may remain loose to create a dimensional effect. 

Knot the yarn securely on the back and weave in the ends. 

Step 18: Sew the Pumpkins to the Base 
Position each pumpkin over the vines according to your planned layout. 

Thread a yarn needle with matching yarn. 

Sew around the lower outer edge of the pumpkin. 

Pass the needle through the pumpkin fabric and into the runner without pulling the stitches 
too tightly. 

Add several stitches through the center underside of the pumpkin so it remains stable. 

The pumpkin should sit securely on the runner while retaining its rounded shape. 

Make sure the stem points in the desired direction before finishing. 

Secure the yarn on the back and weave in the end. 

Repeat for all three pumpkins. 

Step 19: Sew the Leaves to the Base 
Arrange each leaf along a vine. 

Use the long yarn tail or matching yarn to sew the base of the leaf to the runner. 

For a flat leaf, sew around most of the outer edge. 



For a more dimensional leaf, attach only the base and center vein. Allow the outer edges to 
lift slightly. 

Turn some leaves toward the pumpkins and others away from them. 

Use the mustard, orange, red, burgundy, and green leaves evenly throughout the design. 

Secure all yarn ends on the back of the runner. 

Step 20: Check the Final Arrangement 
Lay the finished runner on a flat surface. 

Check that all pumpkins, leaves, vines, and tendrils are securely attached. 

Look for loose yarn ends or sewing stitches. 

Make sure the border lies flat and the corners are square. 

Gently reshape the pumpkins with your hands. 

Adjust any leaves that have folded underneath the pumpkins or vines. 

Check the back of the runner and weave in every remaining end. 

Step 21: Final Blocking and Finishing 
Lightly block the runner one more time after assembly. 

Avoid flattening the pumpkins completely. 

Focus on smoothing the cream base and rust border. 

Place rolled towels around the pumpkins if necessary to support their shape while the runner 
dries. 

Allow the project to dry completely before using or storing it. 

Main Crochet Stitches Used 

Chain Stitch 

Make a slip knot and place it on the hook. 

Yarn over and pull the yarn through the loop on the hook. 

Repeat for the required number of chains. 



Single Crochet 

Insert the hook into the indicated stitch. 

Yarn over and pull up one loop. 

You should have two loops on the hook. 

Yarn over and pull through both loops. 

Half Double Crochet 

Yarn over. 

Insert the hook into the indicated stitch. 

Yarn over and pull up one loop. 

You should have three loops on the hook. 

Yarn over and pull through all three loops. 

Double Crochet 

Yarn over. 

Insert the hook into the indicated stitch. 

Yarn over and pull up one loop. 

You should have three loops on the hook. 

Yarn over and pull through the first two loops. 

Yarn over again and pull through the remaining two loops. 

Treble Crochet 

Yarn over twice. 

Insert the hook into the indicated stitch. 

Yarn over and pull up one loop. 

You should have four loops on the hook. 

Yarn over and pull through two loops. 

Yarn over and pull through the next two loops. 

Yarn over once more and pull through the final two loops. 



Slip Stitch 

Insert the hook into the indicated stitch. 

Yarn over and pull the yarn through the stitch and through the loop already on the hook. 

Single Crochet Increase 

Work 2 single crochet stitches into the same stitch. 

An increase adds one stitch and helps the fabric widen or curl. 

Single Crochet Decrease 

Insert the hook into the next stitch and pull up a loop. 

Insert the hook into the following stitch and pull up another loop. 

You should have three loops on the hook. 

Yarn over and pull through all three loops. 

Suggested Decorative Arrangement 
Place the first orange pumpkin near one short end of the runner. 

Add a mustard or golden pumpkin near the center. 

Place the final orange pumpkin near the opposite end. 

Run the green vines in soft waves through the center of the base. 

Place one or two leaves near each pumpkin and distribute the remaining leaves between 
them. 

Avoid positioning every decoration in a perfectly straight line. Slightly varied angles create a 
more natural autumn-garden appearance. 

Keep the rust border visible around the entire runner. 

Yarn Substitution Tips 
Any worsted-weight yarn may be used, but all colors should have a similar thickness. 

Cotton yarn creates a firm runner with excellent stitch definition. 

Acrylic yarn is lightweight, affordable, and available in many autumn colors. 

A cotton-acrylic blend provides structure while remaining easy to wash. 



Avoid combining very thin yarn with very thick yarn because the decorative pieces may look 
inconsistent. 

Care Instructions 
Follow the washing instructions printed on your yarn labels. 

Hand washing is recommended for a runner with dimensional pumpkins. 

Use cool or lukewarm water and mild detergent. 

Do not twist or wring the runner. 

Press out excess water gently with a clean towel. 

Lay the runner flat and reshape the pumpkins, leaves, and vines. 

Allow it to air dry completely. 

Store it flat or loosely rolled so that the pumpkins do not become crushed. 

Troubleshooting 

The Base Is Becoming Narrower 

Your turning chains or first and last stitches may be too tight. 

Count the stitches after every few rows. You should maintain 42 single crochet stitches 
unless you intentionally adjusted the starting chain. 

The Base Is Becoming Wider 

You may be accidentally working into the turning chain or placing two stitches in the first or 
final stitch. 

Mark the first and last stitch of each row with stitch markers. 

The Border Is Ruffling 

Too many single crochet stitches were added along the long sides. 

Remove the border and use fewer stitches. 

The Border Is Pulling Inward 

Too few stitches were added along the long sides. 

Remove the border and place the stitches more evenly. 



The Pumpkin Has a Visible Opening 

Pass the yarn through the edge stitches again and pull more firmly. 

Sew through the gathered center several times before knotting. 

The Pumpkin Looks Too Round 

Pull the sectioning yarn more firmly through the center. 

Add additional wraps around the pumpkin to create deeper grooves. 

The Pumpkin Looks Too Flat 

Add a small amount of stuffing before closing the top. 

Do not overfill it, because the decoration should still rest comfortably on the runner. 

The Leaves Are Curling 

Lightly block the leaves before sewing them in place. 

You may also sew the center and outer edges of each leaf to the base. 

The Decorations Move During Assembly 

Pin each component in place or take a photograph of the arrangement before sewing. 

Attach the vines first, followed by the pumpkins and leaves. 

Final Project Checklist 
Your completed runner should include: 

A cream base measuring approximately 13 by 48 inches​
 A rust-red single crochet border​
 Three dimensional crocheted pumpkins​
 Six colorful autumn leaves​
 Several green vines​
 Several curled tendrils​
 Securely woven yarn ends​
 A flat, neatly blocked base 

Your Crochet Pumpkin Table Runner is now ready to display. Place it across a dining table, 
buffet, coffee table, or autumn-themed entryway table for a warm handmade seasonal 
decoration. 🎃🍂 
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