DESCRIPTION

* Appliqué (raw edge)

+ Piecing

+ Quilting (free-motion)
* Blanket Stitch

= Satin Stitch

This charming quilt features heart-shaped balloons
lifting a pink car with “LOVE.” on the plate,
over a scenic coastal road.

MAIN QUILTING METHODS USED
+ Backing & Binding
* Layering (Quilt Sandwich)

+ Topstitching

Love Balloon Quilt -
Step by Step Tutorial

Finished size: 70 cm (W) x 80 cm (H)

| MATERIALS

« Cotton fabric (various colors)
« Batting (polyester or cotton)

* Backing fabric: 80 em x 90 cm
+ Fusible web

+ Thread (matching colors)

» Sewing machine

| *» Hand sewing needle

+ Fabric marker

i+ Scissors / Rotary cutter
'+ Quilting ruler
i +lron

|« Pins / Clips

1. CUTTING GUIDE (All measurements include 0.7 em seam allowance)

A.BACKGROUND PIECES
Sky 1 piece
70 em x 50 em

Sea 1 piece
T0cmx15em

Road 1 piece
70emx15cm

| Clouds (white)
| Scraps

B. BALLOON HEARTS (Make 13)

Each heart
+— 12 em wide
%13 cm high
Car body Wincper
1 piece 1 piece

20 cm x 16 cm 20ecmx 2 cm

Wheels (black) @ 4cm
4 pieces
D. ACCESSORIES
Fence (brown) Fence rails
8 pieces / 4 pieces
25cmx 10 cm 15emx 20 cm
@ License plate (yellow)  Letters (LOVE.)

1 piece

Appliqué or fabric paint
Bemx 3.5em

E. BINDING

7 strips
6 cm x WOF*

“WOF = Width of Fabric

2. APPLIQUE & ASSEMBLY STEPS

1. Prepare background

2. Position and appliqué

Fuse and sew the sky, Place and fuse all
sea, and road sections balloons. Appliqué
together. Add clouds with blanket stitch

around each heart.

using raw edge appliqué.

5. Add details
Appliqué the license
plate and letters.
Add lights using small
fabric circles.

4. Create the car
Appliqué the car parts
in place. Add wheels,
windew, bumper,
and details.

7. Quilt the layers
Layer top, batting,
and backing, Baste
and quilt with
your favorite
design (e.g., clouds
in the sky).

3. Add balloon strings
Use a fabric marker or
free-motion stitch to
sew the strings from
the car to each balleon.

6. Add the fence
Appliqué the fence
posts and rails en
bath sides of the
road.

8. Bind the quilt
Jein binding strips,
press in half, and
sew around the
quilt edges.

Finish by hand

or machine.

3. BALLOON COLOR SUGGESTION

3
Teal

4 5
Red (dots) Dark Green
7 8
Purple Magenta

1
Light Green Fuchsia (dots)

Cream

4. QUILTING SUGGESTIONS

= Quilt clouds in the sky.

» Quilt waves in the sea.

* Quilt pebbles or lines on the road.
« Outline balloons, car, and fence.

Thread color: Match or slightly darker
than the fabric.

5. APPLIQUE STITCH GUIDE
SATIN STITCH ‘

BLANKET STITCH
(visible edge)

(small areas)

Use for letters or
small details.

Use for heart balloans,
ear, and details.

Fuse fabric in place and
stitch areund the edge.

~—— Quilt Top {right side up)

Batting

— Backing (wrang side up)

Pin or baste all layers together.

7. FINISHED SIZE

+— 70 em ——>

TIPS FOR SUCCESS

» Use fusible web for precise appliqué placement.
= Press seams as you go for a flat finish.

» Take your time with stitching details.

+ Test your quilting design on a serap first.

| CARE INSTRUCTIONS

« Use mild detergent.
+ Do not bleach.
« Air dry flat.

+ Hand wash or gentle machine wash.

YOU DID IT!

Enjoy your handmade
Love Balloon Quilt!
Perfect for gifts,
decor, or keepsakes.




Love Balloons Quilt Block
PATTERN FOR PRINTING

All seam allowance included

(1/4 inch / 0.6 cm) Balloon

Cut1

Seam allowance is shown
with dashed line

Balloon
Cut1

How to use:

« Cut the pieces
« Appliqué onto background
* Quilt as desired I

Balloon
Cut1

Balloon
Cut 1

ttps://creative.craftsforlove.com/ - SEE THE BEST PATTERNS

Love Balloon Quilt — Complete
Step-by-Step Tutorial


https://creative.craftsforlove.com/

Create a beautiful Love Balloon Quilt featuring colorful heart-shaped hot air balloons lifting
a charming pink car with the word LOVE along a scenic coastal road. This tutorial follows the
construction method shown in the original pattern while expanding every step with additional
explanations, quilting tips, fabric preparation techniques, and finishing instructions so that
beginners and experienced quilters alike can successfully complete the project.

Finished Size: 70 cm (2774") x 80 cm (3174")
Skill Level: Advanced Beginner to Intermediate
Estimated Time: 2—4 days

A Happy Quilting!

Materials and Supplies

Before starting, gather all materials.

Fabrics

Assorted quilting cottons for balloon hearts
Light blue fabric for the sky

Dark blue fabric for the sea

Olive green fabric for the road

White fabric for clouds

Pink fabric for the car

Yellow fabric for the license plate

Brown fabric for fence posts

Medium brown fabric for fence rails
Various scraps for decorative details

Batting

e Cotton or cotton/poly blend batting
e Minimum size: 80 cm % 90 cm

Backing Fabric

e One piece measuring approximately 80 cm x 90 cm
Fusible Products

e Lightweight fusible web

Thread

Use high-quality quilting thread in:



White
Light Blue
Dark Blue
Pink

Red
Yellow
Green
Brown
Black

Sewing Tools

Sewing machine

Rotary cutter

Cutting mat

Acrylic ruler

Fabric scissors

Small embroidery scissors

Iron

Ironing board

Pins or quilting clips

Fabric marker

Temporary fabric glue (optional)
Free-motion quilting foot (optional)
Walking foot

Appliqué foot (recommended)

Cutting Guide

All measurements already include a 2" (0.7 cm) seam allowance.

Background
Sky

e Cut 1 rectangle
70 x 50 cm

Sea

Cut 1 rectangle
70 x 15¢cm

Road

Cut 1 rectangle
70 x 15 ¢cm



Clouds

e Cut several irregular cloud shapes from white fabric.

Balloon Hearts
Cut 13 heart shapes
Each heart measures:

e 12 cm wide
e 13 cmtall

Suggested color arrangement:

Yellow

Light Pink

Teal

Red with dots
Dark Green
Coral

Purple

Magenta

Yellow (LOVE balloon)
Blue

Light Green
Fuchsia with dots
Cream

Car Pieces
Car Body
e 20x16cm
Rear Bumper
e Cut according to the car shape
Rear Window
e One piece
License Plate
e 8x35cm

Letters



m< o

Tail Lights
Small circles from red fabric.
Wheels

e Four circles
e Diameter: 4 cm

Fence Pieces
Fence Posts

e 8 pieces
e 25x10cm

Fence Rails

e 4 strips
e 1.5%x20cm

Binding
Cut

e Seven strips
e 6cm wide
e Full Width of Fabric (WOF)

Prepare All Fabrics

Wash fabrics only if you normally prewash your quilting cottons.
Press every fabric thoroughly.

Apply fusible web to the wrong side of all appliqué fabrics following the manufacturer's
instructions.

Allow everything to cool before cutting.
Organize each color into separate containers or trays.

Keeping all pieces organized will make assembly much easier.

Prepare the Background



Begin with the background before adding any appliqué pieces.
Position the fabrics in this order:

Top

Sky

Middle

Sea

Bottom

Road

Join the three sections using a 4" seam allowance.
Press seams toward the darker fabric.

The background should now measure approximately:

70 x 80 cm

Create the Clouds

Cut free-form cloud shapes from white fabric.

No two clouds need to be identical.

Arrange the clouds across the sky.

Leave enough open space for the balloon strings later.
Fuse the clouds in place.

Stitch around them using a raw-edge appliqué stitch or blanket stitch.

Arrange the Balloon Hearts

Lay all thirteen heart balloons on the upper portion of the quilt.

Try several layouts before fusing anything.

Balance:
e Colors
e Heights
e Spacing
e Direction



Keep the yellow LOVE balloon near the center.
Some balloons should overlap slightly for a natural clustered appearance.

Once satisfied, fuse every balloon in place.

Appliqué the Balloon Hearts

Secure each heart using one of these stitches:

e Blanket Stitch
e Satin Stitch
e Raw Edge Appliqué

Work one balloon at a time.
Rotate the quilt frequently.
Take your time around the curves.

Maintain consistent stitch length.

Add Balloon Strings

Using a washable fabric marker, lightly draw the balloon strings.
Each string should travel naturally from the balloon to the car.
Avoid perfectly straight lines.

Slight curves create movement.

Stitch the strings using:

e Straight stitch
e Fine quilting thread

Backstitch carefully at both ends.

Create the Pink Car

Fuse the car body onto the lower road section.
Center it carefully.
Add:

e Rear window
e Bumper



e Wheels
e Tail lights
e License plate

Appliqué every piece individually.

The car should become the visual anchor of the entire quilt.

Add the LOVE License Plate

Cut the letters:

L

)

\Y

E

Fuse them onto the yellow license plate.

Center the plate on the rear bumper.

Secure with a satin stitch for crisp lettering.

Build the Fence

Position fence posts along both sides of the road.
Space them evenly.

Add horizontal rails.

Fuse all fence pieces.

Appliqué using a narrow satin stitch or blanket stitch.

The fence helps frame the road and creates depth.

Inspect the Entire Quilt Top

Before quilting, examine every appliqué.
Look for:

e Loose edges
e Missed stitches
e Uneven spacing



e Wrinkles
e Thread tails

Correct any issues now.

Once quilting begins, repairs become much more difficult.

Assemble the Quilt Sandwich

Layer the quilt in this order.
Top
Quilt Top
Middle
Batting
Bottom
Backing Fabric
Smooth every layer.
Remove wrinkles completely.
Secure using:
e Safety pins
e Quilting spray
e Basting stitches

The layers should remain perfectly flat.

Quilt the Sky

Use soft flowing quilting designs.
Suggested motifs:

Clouds

Wind

Gentle curves
Keep quilting lines fairly open.

Avoid making the sky appear too dense.



Quilt the Sea

Use horizontal wave patterns.
You may quilt:

& Gentle waves

& Ripple lines

& Ocean texture

Allow the stitching to follow the natural movement of water.

Quilt the Road

Enhance the road using:

e Pebbles
e Curved lines
e Light texture

Do not over-quilt.

Keep the texture balanced with the rest of the design.

Quilt the Balloon Hearts

Each balloon can feature its own quilting motif.
Ideas include:

@ Echo quilting

@ Swirls

@ Feather shapes

@ Curved crosshatching

@ Small spirals

Maintain consistent density between balloons.

Quilt the Car

Use small quilting motifs.



Suggested options:
e Curved contour lines
e Echo quilting
e Gentle arcs

Avoid heavy quilting inside small details.

Quilt the Fence

Use simple wood-grain lines.
Follow the length of each board.

Small knots may be added for realism.

Quilt the Background

Fill any remaining empty spaces.
Common fillers include:

Meandering
Pebbles

Loops

Gentle stippling

Keep the quilting balanced across the entire project.

Trim the Quilt

After quilting:

Trim all four edges.
Square every corner.
Verify measurements.

A perfectly squared quilt produces a much cleaner binding finish.

Prepare the Binding

Join all binding strips diagonally.

Press seams open.



Fold the strip in half lengthwise.
Wrong sides together.

Press carefully.

Attach the Binding

Sew binding to the front of the quilt.
Miter every corner.

Fold binding toward the back.
Finish by:

e Hand sewing
e Machine stitching

Take extra care around the corners.

Final Pressing

Remove all loose threads.
Press lightly from the back.
Avoid flattening the quilting texture.

Allow the quilt to cool completely before hanging or displaying.

Care Instructions

Hand wash or use a gentle machine cycle.
Wash with cold water.

Use mild detergent.

Do not bleach.

Air dry flat whenever possible.

Press with a warm iron if necessary.

Helpful Tips for Success

H Test all appliqué stitches on fabric scraps before sewing the quilt.
H Press after every construction step.

H Use matching thread whenever possible.
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Shorter stitches produce smoother curves.

Replace rotary blades regularly for accurate cutting.

Work from the center outward when quilting.

Keep the quilt supported while sewing to avoid stretching.
Check thread tension before beginning free-motion quilting.
Take frequent breaks to maintain stitching accuracy.

Photograph your layout before fusing so you can easily recreate the arrangement if

piéces shift.

Congratulations! @ @

You have completed your Love Balloon Quilt!

This cheerful wall quilt combines appliqué, piecing, decorative quilting, and colorful design
into a charming handmade project perfect for home décor, gifts, children's rooms, sewing
studios, or seasonal displays. With careful preparation, accurate appliqué, thoughtful
quilting, and patient finishing, you'll create a quilt that is both durable and full of
personality—ready to be enjoyed for many years.

https://creative.craftsforlove.com/ - SEE THE BEST PATTERNS
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